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Dear Readers,
Welcome to the Young Writers of Cleveland!
The theme of this year’s first issue is change. Let me tell you why:
This edition is the first to feature poems from international students. Their stories exemplify the bravery it takes to
jump into new circumstances, and we want to bring those to you so you can join them in their journey of growing
up.
With every issue, we try to bring improvements to our design, content, and distribution. It’s very possible you’ve
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picked up this copy of YWC in a location that we’ve just partnered with in the last year! And maybe your work is
in this magazine for the first time ever. Hopefully we can see another submission from you soon!
Something all of us at YWC share is a dedication to help other people. No one ever has to do anything alone, and
there’s always someone to support you. We also want to be this kind of support and create change for the young
writers and artists in the Cleveland area.
The art piece featured on the cover of our 6th edition is a depiction of waves and water. Our team described it like
this: waves have the power to change and sculpt their surroundings. Waves can represent the obstacles in life. The
vast sea can also represent the unlimited opportunities and hope that life can consist of. The cover page represents
such change - like how events and different experiences shape us into the individuals we are. Our issue this time
has submissions that show a slice of the hardships that some individuals face every day. However, their current
situation doesn’t have to be permanent.

Acknowledgments

It’s my dream to spread this magazine to as many readers as possible; to bring in as many young writers and artists
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to be a part of us as we can; to bring joy to the ideas of learning and creativity.
Sincerely,

Cover Art: Anah K., Grade 6
Table of Contents Art: Samah K., Grade 8

Clarissa Djohari
Director of Content and Layout
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making others smile
Da’Marion A. Grade 2

I want to become good at football so when I am
older I can coach kids to help keep them out of
trouble and to learn how to play as a team. The
kids I help will learn and feel happy.

Dariyha A. Grade 1

I can be patient when I am waiting to be called on. It helps
other people when I am quiet and patient. I can wait for my
friends to go first. They smile when I let them go first. I can
work. I can do work in class.

⤴
penguin

Grace B. Grade 2

Yesterday I went to Applebee’s and I
donated a dollar to a fundraiser— a
children’s foundation. I hope it will
help sick people feel better to have
a happy, long life, and put a smile on
their face. I decide to do this on my
own. Nobody had to tell.
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cat

octopus

umbrella

Asly C.
Pre-K

Danieris V.
Pre-K

Asly C.
Pre-K

⤸

Analiz L.
Pre-K

Timothy G. Grade 4

I want to learn how to drive to help kids get better. The
kids will feel happy because I am picking them up.
April 2019
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If I could live anywhere...
Chloe N.
Grade 3

I want to live in Japan. This place is
special because it has sakura (cherry
blossoms) and it is very beautiful. I have
never been there before. I would like to
stay there for 20 years. I would like to live
there with friends and all my family.

Jayda V.
Grade 4

I would live in Florida because it
has nice houses. And it has a nice
hotel. I would live there by myself
forever. I’m going to sit around
the house drawing. I would not
go to school and I would not do
anything.
Akheem G.
Grade 3

Kaylee P.
Grade 3

I will live in Alabama. It is special because my auntie and uncle
live there and I went there this summer. Me, my mom, dad, and
cousin went and we got to see my daddy’s mom. I will live there
for two years. I will want to live with my family and friends.
Camille W.
Grade 4

I would live in Jamaica. It has the
best food and clothing. I would live
there for a year. I would bring my
whole family, even from the other
side of the family.
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Zeniyah T.
Grade 2

If I am able to live anywhere, it will be
New York because it has lots of hot dog
stands and it has lots of donuts and
noodles. I have never been to New York
before, but I want to when I grow up.
If I stay in New York, I will go to a hotel
and when I am in the hotel I will get a
room to sleep in, then go to Sky Zone.

I would like to live in Arizona. My dad went
there. I have not been to Arizona. I want to
stay there for two months. I want to stay with
a friend and family member.
April 2019

7

Favorite
Favorite Holidays
Holidays
Kaylee P.
Grade 3

My favorite holiday is Valentine’s Day.
Valentine’s Day is my favorite because it
means that people love you. People say
they are your family. That is why Valentine’s
Day is my favorite holiday. On Valentine’s
Day, I get candy and I get chocolate and
Starburst.

Dylon C.
Grade 3

My favorite holiday is Halloween
because I can scare my sister. All
day, we watched TV. I ate pumpkin
pancakes. I celebrated it with my
family.

When I grow up...
Trinity W., Grade 4 – When I grow up I want to be a track star.

I became interested when my cousin and I were racing and
I won. No this sport doesn’t require going to college, but I
want to. I’m going to follow Jesse Owens’s footsteps.

Kaylee P., Grade 3 – When I grow up I want to be a hairstylist.

I want people’s hair to be cute and nice. I want to be a
hairstylist because my sister has good hairstyles. Do you want
to be a hairstylist? No, you do not have to go to college. I
have to go off to beauty school.

Brighce B., Grade 3 – I want to be a teacher and a vet because

they are helpful. I became more interested in these careers
because they are helpful to people and animals. Yes. Practice.
You have to learn a lot to do it.

Akheem G., Grade 3 – When I grow up I am going to be a

YouTuber. On my channel I’m going to play Roblox. On my
channel I’m going to play it 2 times a day.
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T

Snow Days!

Rivers

Hiba A.
Grade 9
If you ask me of from where I come,
I can give my birthplace,
My family’s race,
Or from where up I grew,
So many answers to tell you.
For we are like rocks,
In a river,
Carried by the stream,
(maybe following a dream),
Shaped by our course,
Shaping our course,
Shaped by us,
Shaping us,
Where we can create a Grand Canyon.
Or we could forge a path through a mountain,
Heal, help, hurt, harm, hope,
Life, love, lift, leave,
I am,
We are,
A part of the world,
And with every second lived,
The world is a part of us.

Charles B.
Grade 5

I like snow days because I don’t have school.
When I don’t go to school I play the game 2K all
day. I don’t like snow. I almost got frost bite. My
school closes often. But I like to go sledding and
play hide and seek.
Kaleb J.
Grade 6

I like snow because we have no school. My last
school closed kind of often. This school that I
go to now does not close that often. This school
only closes because of how cold it is. When I am
not at school I am at home playing video games.
My favorite video game of all time and of my 13
years of living is Batman: Arkham Knight.

E’lonte T.
Grade 5

I do not like snow. Snow is really cold. I really dislike snow and I don’t
go outside because it makes people get sick so I mostly never go
outside that much. When we have a snow day, I sleep all day. My school
is having a snow day on Wednesday and Thursday. I don’t have a
favorite winter activity.
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Bigger,
Bigger,
Brighter
Brighter I want to be. . .
Futures
Futures

a teacher. Khairiya R. Grade 12
I’ve always wanted to become a teacher, any type of
teacher. I chose to become an Intervention Specialist. I am
going to go to college to study special education. I love
to teach. I am the Teacher Assistant in my class and I am
always helping teaching and tutoring other people and I
fell in love with it. I love older and younger people with
special needs and/or with a disability. Myself having an
IEP [Individualized Education Program], I can understand
how it feels to get taught something. I feel that I can break
things down for other people. In my IEP, I don’t have a
learning disability, I have short focus span.

an engineer. Anyia T. Grade 9

When I grow up. . . I would like to be an engineer. At this time I’m unsure
what type of engineer I’d like to be. I know I would like to build buildings,
warehouses, homes, hotels, etc. that will withstand global warming. By doing so
I’d be able to help thousands of people survive the results of climate change.
Global warming causes natural disasters that have the power to destroy people’s
homes and lives. If I’m able to help them, they’ll be able to survive the storm.
In order for me to accomplish my dream, I’ll have to get my undergraduate and
graduate degrees. I’d like to attend the University of Cincinnati or Georgia Tech
for my undergrad. Then, I plan to go to MIT for graduate school.

an artist. Earl R. Grade 9

The career I would like to pursue when I grow up is to be
a rapper, songwriter, and singer. The reason why I am so
interested in music is when I saw my mom doing poetry
and her boyfriend rapping on the CD. I would do 2 years
of college to learn about the music business so when I am
ready to open my own record company, then I’ll know what
to do. If I don’t want to go to college, I will try to get a
GED so I will be able to learn more about economics. And
my mom and my step-dad inspired me and my brother to
rap, but when I started rapping I also sing, because I love
RNB. I would do 4 years of college to get a bachelor’s
degree for music and start my own record company.

the President. Janaya Y. Grade 12

If I were president I would help people who are in need. The first law I would
change is having the government shut down. By having the government shut
down, it’s hard for people who get any income from the state, such as food
stamps. This law is important because my mom used to get food stamps and
I know how it feels to not get them when you really need them. Some people
have multiple kids with no job and now they aren’t able to feed their kids. My
mom would be my vice president. I honestly don’t think I would like being
president because that’s too much fame and I oppose being famous because
being famous gets you too much attention and also you have no privacy, and
there will be too much bad press.
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A Blessing and a Curse

Stories
Stories from
from
Immigrants:
Immigrants:
Discovering
Discovering aa
new
new world
world
Rihab A. Grade 12

International Newcomers Academy was created for students
who have just arrived in Cleveland from other countries and
Puerto Rico. This PreK-12 school serves students from more
than 40 countries who speak more than 30 languages. In their
writing, you will find snapshots from the students’ lives and get
a glimpse into how they feel and what they have gone through
as they work to find their way in a new country with a different
language and cultures.

14

Rebeka S. English 11

Aminata S. English 11

My mood was sad.
When I left my family in my country and
came to the U.S.A.,
I was so sad because I knew I would not
see my family again.
I was with my family that day. I was in
Africa.
It was August 23, 2016.
The last time I said goodbye to my
mom was when the bus started to
go.
I laid my head down for two minutes.
After that, I looked outside the bus and
I saw all the trees were sad like I
was.
When I arrived in the U.S.A., I saw my
best friend.
I felt happy to see her, even though I
was in a bad mood.

To come to America and enjoy new life
Living in our country is a bad life
And good education
My family and I before we lived in
Congo
But now we live in United States of
America
To apply I.O.M. [International
Organization for Migration] and to
request a United
Nations for resettlement to enter their
Country and to be free
Happy feelings when I can hear the
Sounds of cars and when I smell the gas
Of cars I was walking to see the city
And listening to sounds of an
American neighborhood.

April 2019
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The Star of My Life
Edgardo M. English 11

A star has climbed to heaven,
Great moments together have gone.
Knowing that your eyes will no longer,
Be here,
Breaks my soul.
A call that changed my life
Giving a 360 degree turn,
From that moment
My life is dark.
Since then to the month that
Is supposed to be that of love
Has turned into that of darkness.

Samah K.
Grade 8
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The
The Beauty
Beauty of
of Nature
Nature

Kafue
National
Park

Garden Forest

Erick S.
English 9

Francois T. English 11

The flower smells good in the morning.
The water was so good when I drink it in the morning like soda.
The sound of a lion in the forest is a house burning down.
I heard the animals speaking to other people saying, “Hi.”
When I go to the beach,
I feel so happy and so peaceful.
The dog was dancing this morning.

I saw animals playing
In the park.
It is so quiet,
In the park,
Like the night.
Animals sound
So good in the park,
And they sound
Like the animals are playing video
games.
It smells good,
And smells like good air.
It also smells like there is food.
I touch the water in the park,
And it seems like the water I drink.
It also feels as if it is calling
To you.

Cleveland Zoo
Georgina R. English 11

The Cleveland Zoo is a big zoo. People can hear the sound of animals.
Even if you are far from that place, the animals say “hello.”
I hear the lion, the sound of a car speeding away.
Sometimes it smells very bad. People cannot touch the animals if the smell is not
good.
I go to the zoo with my friend. I see the people at the Cleveland Zoo.
The last sight of the animal is like the sweetness of sugar smile.

I touched the animals
In the park
They are like cotton.
Rihab A. Grade 9
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In Kafue National Park,
I saw animals, birds, a river
And the place is so big,
Like the beach.

April 2019

It was like tasting food,
And it tastes there
Like honey.
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Christophe K.
English 9

the state of happiness

James A.
English 9

Happy

HAPPY
HAPPY

I got a driver license.
I can drive and be relaxed.
I was with my father.
I was happy when I got a driver’s license.
I heard the birds and saw them flying.

My team, Real Madrid, beat Barcelona.
I was happy because I saw that my favorite team won.
I was with my friends.
I was at home.
It happened one year ago.
I was screaming with happiness.
I was screaming like a lion.
My screaming is a lion’s voice.
The T.V. was calling me.

To explain what kind of mood that it is like.
When you have a crush on someone, you notice every single detail.

Kiala L.
English 9

Tamarah A.
English 11

I Went to University
I was so happy I got good grades because
The teacher helped me go to college.
I go with my mother to school
And the teacher tells my mother
My grades are very good and I see
The teachers help me a lot
So I am happy because I
Have got good grades
And my mother and I am feeling
Like the sun open in the morning.
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My Mood is Happy

♫

♪
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I was happy to have my family.
I feel happy because my family cares about me.
I was with my mom and my dad.
It was in Rwanda.
It was one year ago.
I felt the love from them.
I felt love my parent like my own.
Love is calling me.
My love is a melody.
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Anyia T.
Grade 9

Jouvert G.
Grade 9
It was cold and raining and I felt fearless. We eagerly waited in line for tickets,
but as the first few monsters of the night appeared, the reality of what we were
doing set in. It was a haunted house, and my mom had pulled off as soon as
she dropped us off. The first house was supposed to be a walk in the park, but
after we had all fallen before barely making it through the entrance, we knew
that wasn’t true. James tried to crawl out of the front door and I had to pull
him in by the back of his jacket so we could keep going. The night got more
difficult as we continued. Between butcher shops and giant snakes, when my
mom came to get us, we darted straight for the car. After not making it through
all seven I can safely say, fearlessness was not the mindset I should have come
in with.

In the summertime I like to go outdoors. During
the summertime you can go to the pool, go on
bike rides, and have cookouts. When you’re
outside you feel the warmth of the sun, but also
a cool breeze from the pool water. As you take
long bike rides, you see little kids jumping rope
and playing hopscotch, free from the worries of
school. You stop to get a popsicle, not just any
popsicle, but a Pushpop, or orange Pushpop. You
eat half as the other half melts from the sun. You
continue biking as the warm summer day comes to
an end. As a final stop, you go to the beach. The
sun begins to set and you take a seat on the sand.
Reflecting on the day, you become calm because
your favorite time is summer.

Erick S.
English 9
Sad Stories

Forgiveness Doesn’t Come Fast

♫

Hold on my brothers and sisters,
Forgiveness doesn’t come like bird flying,
Like dog barking, like raining,
And like a wind moving.

#

Anah K.
Grade 6
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Andre J.
Grade 11

Blackmayo and Lil Mosey and the
Weeknd. These people are my favorite
because the make ambient and chill
music. They help me get stuff off
my mind. I would love to be famous
because of all the money, love, and
support. I’ll be famous for being a
producer. I make beats almost every
day. Hopefully I make money off beats
one day. Downsides of being famous
are that people will hate and try to bring
you down.
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ACTIVITY CORNER

SUDOKU

(DIFFICULTY: Hard)

RIDDLES

(DIFFICULTY: Medium)
1. What travels around the
world but stays in one corner?

WORD SEARCH

2. The more you take, the
more you leave behind.
What am I?

(DIFFICULTY: Medium)

SPRING
BLOSSOM
PUDDLES
GREEN
BIRDS
UMBRELLA
GROW
SPROUT
APRIL
RAIN
DAFFODIL
SEASON
THAW
FLOWERS
TULIP

3. I travel for miles, yet I stay
where I am. What am I?

Riddle Answers:
1. A stamp!
2. Footprints!
3. A treadmill!
4
8

2

6

9

1

7

2
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9

1
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3
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1
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9
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4

2
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1
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7
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1
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3
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9
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7
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CROSSWORD (DIFFICULTY: EASY)

UNSCRAMBLE:
Who am I?
(DIFFICULTY: Medium)

____________

2) nveiritnaare

____________

3) agmerna

____________

4) reneigne

____________

Answers to Word Unscramble:
1) chef
2) veterinarian
3) manager
4) engineer

1) hcfe

Across:
2. I take care of patients!
4. I rescue people from fire!
7. I code programs!
9. I drive airplanes!
10. I manage money for people!
11. I cure illness!
12. I design buildings!
13. I give education!
14. I star in movies!
15. I draw and make paintings!

crossword puzzle made at puzzle-maker.com
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Solutions:
1. Lawyer 2. Nurse 3. Singer 4. Firefighter
5. Flight Attendant 6. Police Officer
7. Computer Scientist 8. Author 9. Pilot
10. Accountant 11. Doctor 12. Architect
13. Teacher 14. Actor 15. Artist

Down:
1. I defend people!
3. I perform songs in front of lots of people!
5. I make plane trips comfortable!
6. I enforce the law!
8. I write books!
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Reach Out and Read Greater Cleveland is pleased to support Young Writers
of Cleveland’s efforts to encourage children to write outside of the classroom.

When families read aloud to their young children, they can give them a better start to
life. With unparalleled access to families with young children, Reach Out and Read
medical providers give books to children at more than 10 well-child visits from infancy
until they start school. More importantly, they encourage families to read aloud and
engage with their infants, toddlers and preschoolers every day.

www.reachoutandreadgc.org
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GRAB A PARENT AND HEAD TO:
www.youngwritersofcleveland.com
For questions or comments, please email
YWCleveland@gmail.com

Use the enclosed envelope (pre-stamped) to submit writing
or art via mail! Be sure to fill out the permission slip with your
parent or guardian, authorizing us to publish your work.
We need:
• Your first name and last initial
• Your grade level in school
• Your parent or guardian’s permission to publish

Samah K.
Grade 8

The Young Writers of Cleveland was established as an undergraduate student organization under
the University Media Board at Case Western Reserve University on March 31, 2017.

