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Dear Readers,
Welcome to the Young Writers of Cleveland!
Three years ago, this magazine was a simple concept created to encourage literacy within the Cleveland
community. As I walked to class one day, I ran into my friend and the founder of Young Writers of Cleveland,
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Natasha Oldford, who described her vision of developing a magazine highlighting writing and artwork from
students within the Cleveland community. Natasha extended an invite to join her team. Humbled, I attended my
first meeting.
Young Writers of Cleveland is a student-led organization at Case Western Reserve University (CWRU). Our goal is
to encourage reading and writing both in and outside of the classroom while providing a platform for students to
express their creativity. Now on its fifth edition, the Young Writers of Cleveland has been fulfilling its mission.
This publication would not be possible without the community support and involvement we have received. Over
the past three years we have partnered with the Saturday Tutoring Program, CWRU’s Cleveland Public School
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Connects, Lake Erie Ink, and Reach Out and Read to encourage imagination and help foster learning within the
community. This year, we aim to increase our community involvement by partnering with schools throughout
Cleveland to inspire students to write and value their writing.
As a relations officer and the previous Director of Service, I had the opportunity to work with these establishments.
Now, as the Editor-in-Chief, I hope to continue working with my team, our readers and these incredible
organizations to further fulfill our mission.
It has been my privilege to be a part of the Young Writers of Cleveland working on behalf of the students we
publish. A special thank you to the Young Writers of Cleveland team, our advisors and CWRU’s University Media
Board for their work in helping bring this magazine to fruition.
I am excited to see what our future holds and with that, I invite you to enjoy the fifth edition of the Young Writers
of Cleveland!
Sincerely,

Cover Art & Table of Contents Art: Hiba A., Grade 9

Anusha Sanka
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FORTNITE:

A SUMMER STORY
Lebron J.

Aarib H.
Pre-K

Grade 8

Allie H.
Grade 5

Anah K.
Grade 6

4

I am going to enlighten you about my summer vacation.
I’m going to start by answering the question, “What was
the best time you spent during the summer with your
friends?” The best time I spent with my friends was when
my friends and I were playing a very known video game
titled Fortnite: Battle Royale. I and my friends had fun
playing Fortnite because we have gotten many wins.
We have gotten around 3-6 “Victory Royales,” which
are very hard to get. We were excited because we have
gotten a lot of eliminations in the matches. We have
dominated the other remaining teams/squads. I was
playing with my friend, Jason, my cousin, Justin, and
my other friend, Camran. We are all very skilled Fortnite
players. To be skilled, you need to master the basics,
including building, other skills, and game IQ. Well, that
is the most joyful event I have consumed with my friends.
November 2018
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Charles B.

SUMMERTIME FUN
Anyia T.
Grade 9

Over summer vacation I enjoyed
many fun activities with friends and
family. But the most memorable
moments were when my mom and
I vacationed to Clearwater Beach,
Florida. While on vacation we enjoyed
activities that I’ve never done before.
For these reasons, Clearwater Beach is
a vacation I’ll never forget.
We arrived in Clearwater Beach
on a Sunday, later in the evening.
Right away we headed to the beach. It
was beautiful - the sand was white as
snow and soft as clay. The water was
clear as a blue sky on a sunny day. The
beach wasn’t the only beautiful thing in
Clearwater. We ate at restaurants called
Crabby’s, Saltwater Cracker, Blue Sky’s,
Bob Heilman’s, and Maggie’s. They had
the most delightful food. But the best
part was spending time with my mom.
6

Grade 5

This summer I had a lot of fun. I went
to South Carolina for one week. I
had a lot of fun. I went to the ocean.
It was fun. I once rode a camel at the
Columbus Zoo!
Vacahn H.
Grade 4

The best thing I did over summer
vacation was when I went to Fun
‘n’ Stuff. Not saying that I’ve never
been there, but I got to go on a gokart with a counselor and it was fun.
At Fun ‘n’ Stuff they have putt-putt,
food, games, skates, baseball, gokart, and laser tag. My worst time
was when I had a token in the game.
I had to check if it was right and the
girl pressed down and I lost.

Rihab A.
Grade 12

Evan R.
Grade 4

This summer I went to the pool with
my friends and I played the game
in my household. I went surfing
this summer and I played board
games with my friends. Me and
my friends went snowboarding in
the mountains. I almost fell off the
snowboard, but it was fun.

Hiba A.
Grade 9
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LEMONADE,
LEMONADE
Logan W.
Grade 5

My name is Logan and the best thing I did with my
friends over the summer is I went to a waterpark for three
days. It was called Great Wolf Lodge and my best friends,
Zaniya and D’myin, went on a treasure hunt and even did
obstacles after. After we went to my house, we made a fort
and started a cheer team called Cheetahs. We invited my
other friend Lyric over and made slime.
After that we made a lemonade stand and made over
$78. I was amazed and instead of keeping the money,
we put it into the Cheetahs fund. I can’t believe all these
people wanted some lemonade. We even had cars pulled
over to get some and oh, these were freshly squeezed
lemons. We had a line form and I did a cheer for them.
We also sold candy, chips, donuts, popsicles, and
smoothies, whatever kind you like. We had all types of
flavors like mango, pineapple, watermelon, peach, lemonlime, and green apple. We sold out of watermelon quickly.
We had to go back in to get more cups. It was crazy.
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NEW EXPERIENCES
Janaya Y.

Kacey W.

During the summer I worked at
a nursing home for the first time. I also
did summer school to get my GPA up
so that I would be able to enter Toledo
University in fall 2019.
One of the best times I had with
my friends over the summer was when
we had a beach party. The worst time
being with my friends this summer was
when we were in the car and ran out of
gas for the first time. Labor Day, all my
family, friends and I had a get-together
in my backyard. My daily routine was
to eat breakfast, go to summer school,
work, might see my friends, and start
all over again. Something I learned
this summer was how to do CPR. One
of the nurses at the nursing home I
worked at taught me.

I was cutting grass over the
summer for family and other people.
When I was cutting the grass, one day
it was super hot; it was 93 degrees
outside and it took me two to three
hours to finish cutting the grass and
the weeds. Some of the grass got in my
eyes.
I worked at Pizza Hut; I was one
of the cooks. I liked my coworkers. We
talked, laughed, and ate together. It
was fun. I also got paid.
I got into driving school at the
end of August. It’s so great. I’m learning
a lot and I can’t wait to start driving by
myself.

Grade 12
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ALL ABOUT MUSIC
Khairiya R.
Grade 12

Music is my life! I grew up singing different genres of music. My favorite
genres of music are R&B, jazz, neo soul, blues, and sometimes, but not all the time,
hip-hop. Most people expect teens to love hip-hop, but not me. I can listen to it
but not all the time.
I don’t have favorite musicians, but I have people that I listen to all the time.
Conya Doss, Navasha Daya, Avant, Musiq Soulchild, Erika Badr, Layla Hathaway,
Avery Sunshine, etc. I don’t like to label people as my favorite.
I listen to music every day, almost 24/7. In the mornings, I listen to music on
my phone, in the bathroom, and in my room. While I’m walking to the bus stop, I
put on my headphones and sometimes I get carried away in the moment and start
singing. I listen to music in class and everywhere I go.
Since I go to Cleveland School of the Arts, as a vocal major, we perform a lot.
I have four performances in October. We just had one recently. We have performed
at the Church of the Covenant many times and it has been fun.

Andre J.

“

10

Grade 11

I write lyrics when
listening to a beat
and what vibes it
gives me, or how I
feel about it. I write
what I feel or comes
to my mind.

“

MUSIC
IS MORE
THAN
JUST A
SONG

Trinity W.
Grade 9

Something I like to do is
dance. I sometimes dance
with music because it is fun
and you can listen to any
kind of music. I sometimes
don’t dance with music
because you can think of the
song in your mind. I like to
dance with music because
you can move and get more
exercise. Also, you can show
who you are by dancing in
front of people.

Kaleb J.
Grade 6

I like the song at the
beginning of The
Incredibles 2 because the
music makes me happy. I
like instrumental music. I
want to be a voice actor
because when I see them
I think it looks like fun.

The things I do right now are make music
and write lyrics. I listen to trap/rap music. My
favorite artists are The Weeknd, Lil Mosey,
and Lil Skies. I also like Eminem. I’m learning
about the history of music and how it affects
people today and its impact on the people.
The purpose of music is to show feelings on
how it relates to real life and enjoy it.
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Zoe C.

Kaylee P.
Grade 3

My favorite junk food is ice
cream. My favorite ice cream
is cookies and cream. I love
to get my ice cream from
McDonald’s.

EATING HEALTHIER
Anyia T.
Grade 9

Although junk food is really delicious and addictive, it’s
something that isn’t good for your body. Often times, I like
to snack on flamin’ hot hot fries, chocolate chip cookies or
ice cream. Sometimes when I’m very hungry and it seems
like there’s nothing else to eat, I like to get a bowl or burrito
from Chipotle. These foods aren’t good for your body and
must be balanced with healthier foods.
Healthier foods include vegetables, fresh fruits, and
home-cooked meals. Eating properly fuels your body and
gives you energy. Foods like spinach, apples, beets, carrots,
tomatoes, etc. are all healthy for your body. It’s ok to eat
junk foods every once in a while; remember, eating healthier
is always best.
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Christian S.
Grade 1

Pizza is good. It is yummy.
I like cheese pizza. I like
toasted cheese sandwiches.
I do not know how to make
sandwiches. I know how to
eat sandwiches.

Grade 6

I think that it’s okay to have a little
junk food now and then but not to overdo
it. Having too much junk food is not good
for you because you start to gain a lot of
weight, and it can also mess your insides up
and make your body slow down.
My favorite junk food is usually chips
and sometimes pop but I try not to eat
them often. My favorite food restaurant is
Chipotle but I don’t go there very often.
When I set limits, it’s usually to not eat the
whole bag of chips. Also, I will just eat
salad for that week. My favorite fruits and
vegetables are Brussels sprouts, oranges
and peaches. I will start to eat more
vegetables and less snacks.

Earl R.

Grade 9

My favorite junk foods are
Cheetos and Sprite because
they are so good when I
wash down with cool Sprite.
My favorite fruit is apples
because they are so sweet,
then they are super sour.
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favorite books
Anonymous
Grade 4

My favorite book series is Geronimo Stilton, because he is funny and
adventurous, and his cousin Trap is always playing tricks on him. This
book is my favorite because it has action, he does crazy things, and he
is a scaredy mouse. I like to read drama books because I want to be an
actor when I grow up. I read every day because I love to read. Yes, I do
have a library card. I visit the library every weekend. It is fun.

Kristian W.
Grade 7

If I had to pick a favorite book, it would have to be the book I am
currently working on. It is my favorite book because it will be my
own masterpiece when I’m done with it. I worked very hard on the
first two chapters, so it will be a great accomplishment when I finish
the book. The book genres I like are mystery, action, and comedy.
I like to read novels and manga. Usually I read daily right before
I go to bed. Sometimes I read when I wake up in the middle of
the night. I do have a library card, but I don’t visit my library often.
When I do visit the library I usually get more movies than I do books.

Chloe N.
Grade 3

My favorite book is Finding the Edge.
I like this book because it was a gift
to me when I was in Portland and also
because it is about a skater’s life.
I like to read drama because it is
funny. I read very often, because at
school I have to read in the morning,
so the teachers can set up the room
for the day.
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Jazmine B.
Grade 5

My favorite book is Captain Underpants. It’s my favorite book because
it has action in it and it’s funny. I like to read books with action and
mysteries in them. I read them when I’m at home on my phone. I don’t
have a library card. I visit the library every other weekend. The way I
read the books on my phone is on an app called Web Comics. They
have a lot of books that are interesting to me.
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Lebron J.
Grade 8
Andre J.
Grade 11

I don’t have a favorite book, but I would love
to read about the Titanic, study what it was,
how it affected the people, and who built her.
I like mystery stories and events. My stories
make me think and choose the right answer.

Jayda V.
Grade 4

I am going to tell you and describe to you
what my favorite television show is and why
I enjoy it over other TV shows. My favorite
television show is Marvel’s Iron Fist. Iron Fist
is my most favored TV show because the
show consists of a lot of action. I also favor
Iron Fist because the setting is in New York. I
always liked New York, especially ever since I
visited New York years ago. I also favor New
York because of the humongous beautiful city
it is. I like the acting and role plays in Marvel’s
Iron Fist. Well, that is my favorite TV show and
why I favor it over various other TV shows.

I like Magic Treehouse books because they are fun
and they help you read faster, read better, and all
of them are full of adventures. I do go to the library,
but not all the time, and I do have a library card.
Kendall B.
Grade 4

My favorite book is Wonder because it is about a boy who has had a lot
of surgeries on his face and is new to a school. He is new because he
has been home-schooled for his entire life because of his surgeries.
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Anden L.
Grade 6

If someone asked me the question “dogs or cats,” I would say dogs, but that’s
my own opinion, you can choose anything you want to! I think dogs are better
because they’re adorable, loyal, playful, and sweet. My favorite dog breeds
are Corgis, Chihuahuas, Pomeranian, and Yorkies. I like all dogs, but those
are my top favorites. I like cats, but not too much, because they’re sneaky,
unloyal, and scratch things and people a lot. Dogs will calm you down when
you’re mad or sad, while cats don’t wanna be messed with. If someone asked
you that, what would you say?
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Running and Running
Autumn A.
Grade 3

I run every day at school, and my friends run with me
too. My friend runs more than me, and I am trying to
run faster than her. I will beat her in a race, and she
will get faster, and faster, and faster, and faster, and
faster, and faster. My friend will be happy. Exercise
is important because it will make you happy. It is fun
to exercise because your body will get healthy. I play
basketball with my brother outside, and my brother is
in here.

Jazmine B.
Grade 5

My favorite basketball team is the Golden State
Warriors, but I don’t like some of the players. I would
be a great basketball player. I should be on the
Warriors, and Jake would be on the Cavs. After I get
done playing the game with the Warriors, I would go
eat some pizza with the team. Then, I would challenge
Curry to a one-on-one. If I beat him, he has to buy me
a pair of shoes. I want to play in New York City and I
want all my friends to watch.
Akheem G.
Grade 3

Chloe N.
Grade 3
I like exercising.
I exercise by swimming and by doing yoga.
It is important to exercise regularly because
you can get fit.
I like exercising because I can focus on
myself and get fit.
I exercise with my friends, family, and myself.
A way to make sure you exercise every day
is by doing it for at least 21 days in a row, so
that you feel like you have to do it every day.
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Rihab A.
Grade 12

November 2018

I don’t exercise. I don’t
think that we need to
exercise every day,
because high schoolers
can’t get homework
done. I don’t like
exercise.
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ACTIVITY CORNER

HELP THE TRICK-OR-TREATER REACH THE CANDY!
(DIFFICULTY : Easy)

Anah K.
Grade 6

CAN YOU SOLVE THESE RIDDLES?
(DIFFICULTY: Hard)

AbdurRafay H.
Grade 5
20

2) What did the nurse say when the invisible
man came to the doctor’s office?
3) What room are zombies not allowed in?
November 2018

Answers to Riddles:
1)Pumpkin Pi
2)The doctor can’t see you
3)The living room

Rihab A.
Grade 12

1) If you divide the circumference of a
pumpkin by its diameter, what do you get?
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WORD SEARCH
(DIFFICULTY: Medium)

SUDOKU (DIFFICULTY: Medium)

Puzzle 1 (Easy, difficulty rating 0.37)
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Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/sudoku on Fri Oct 26 17:09:22 2018 GMT. Enjoy!

UNSCRAMBLE:
SCHOOL WORDS
(DIFFICULTY: Easy)

1) RASMT

____________

2) OBNEKOTO

____________

3) AETHRSEC

____________

4) EGRNNLAI

____________

SUDOKU SOLUTION

Answers to Word Unscramble:
1) SMART
2)NOTEBOOK
3)TEACHERS
4)LEARNING
22
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Reach Out and Read Greater Cleveland is pleased to support Young Writers
of Cleveland’s efforts to encourage children to write outside of the classroom.






Register NOW!
Call 216-421-0482 ext. 281, or
e-mail SaturdayTutoring@gmail.com















When families read aloud to their young children, they can give them a better start to
life. With unparalleled access to families with young children, Reach Out and Read
medical providers give books to children at more than 10 well-child visits from infancy
until they start school. More importantly, they encourage families to read aloud and
engage with their infants, toddlers and preschoolers every day.

www.reachoutandreadgc.org
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Use the enclosed envelope (pre-stamped) to submit writing
or art via mail! Be sure to fill out the permission slip with your
parent or guardian, authorizing us to publish your work.
We need:
• Your first name and last initial
• Your grade level in school
• Your parent or guardian’s permission to publish

Anah K.
Grade 6

The Young Writers of Cleveland was established as an undergraduate student organization under
the University Media Board at Case Western Reserve University on March 31, 2017.

