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HIGHLIGHTS FROM YOUNG 
WRITERS LITERACY DINNER

On March 21st, 2018 the Young Writers of Cleveland hosted its first Dinner 
for Literacy Event at Case Western Reserve University.  Our event featured 
three distinguished guests who spoke about the importance of early child-
hood education, reading out loud with your families and constant expo-
sure to literature to foster an appreciation for literacy within our community. 

OUR DISTINGUISHED SPEAKERS! (left to right)

Nicole Vitale (V)
Nicole Vitale serves as the Director of Early Childhood and Deputy Chief of Curricu-
lum and Instruction for PK-5 in the Cleveland Metropolitan School District. The ear-
ly childhood team oversees 63 preschool programs and curriculum for all of the 
elementary schools. She holds a Master’s Degree in Education with a Reading Endorse-
ment for K-12 and is a National Board Certified teacher. Ms. Vitale oversees curricu-
lum and academics for PK-5 and serves on the Academic Leadership Team for CMSD. 

Robert Needlman (N)
Dr. Robert Needlman is a Professor of Pediatrics at CWRU School of Medicine and practices 
Developmental Pediatrics at MetroHealth Medical Center in Cleveland. He is also the revis-
ing co-author of Dr. Spock’s Baby and Child Care. After graduating from Yale College with 
a BA in English literature, Dr. Needlman got his MD from Yale University School of Medi-
cine and completed training in General Pediatrics and Developmental and Behavioral Pe-
diatrics at Boston City Hospital. There, he led the development of Reach Out and Read, 
now a national program to promote literacy through pediatric visits, by encouraging fami-
lies to read out loud together. The organization currently serves 4.7 million children annually.
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Lynn Foran (F)
Lynn Foran serves as Coordinator of Reach Out & Read – Greater Cleveland. In her role, Lynn builds 
relationships with literacy stakeholders in Greater Cleveland to forge a holistic regional interven-
tion which embodies the ideals of RORGC and The Literacy Cooperative. Ms. Foran has previous-
ly worked in Procter & Gamble as a Systems Analyst and in several capacities at West Shore Ca-
reer-Technical District. She is currently the chairperson of H2O – Help to Others’ Advisory Council, 
past-presidents of the Lakewood Public Library Foundation and the Lakewood Women’s Club. 

Q and A:
Q: What is the most important thing we, as community members, can do to 
help decrease childhood illiteracy?
V: Promote the love of reading! Reading with children is important, so read with 
them at every chance you can. 
F: It is important to share the excitement for reading and writing with others. 
Young students look up to older students, so older students share their passion 
for literacy.
N: It is necessary to become more involved in promoting literary to continue 
building a community of readers and writers.

Q: Favorite Children’s Book?
V: Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What do you see? By Eric Carle and Bill Martin Jr. 
N: Charlotte’s Web or The Trumpet of the Swan, both by E. B. White
F: Goodnight Moon by Margaret Wise Brown, Illustrated by Clement Hurd
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Milani S.
Grade 2

What I love to do is coloring and making slime with my brother. 
We play with my brother’s ball and we play hide and seek.
We also play “I Spy with My Little Eye.” I was playing by myself 
and then he said, “Are you okay, Milani?” I said “No, because 
you don’t play with me.” He said, “Okay, I will play with you.” 

A FEW OF OUR

Dylan R.
 Grade 2

Hello Cleveland, I am 
going to write about 
WWE. I like John Cena 
and Kalisto. I also like 
Sin Cara and the big dog 
Roman Reigns. Wrestling 
is my favorite sport.

FAVORITE THINGS
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Xavier C.
 Grade 1

I like playing baseball. 
Baseball is fun. I like 
the New York Yankees.

Hector Z.
 Grade 3

I like when I make the 
shot from the 3 and my 
team wins. I like Kevin 
Durant because I can 
shoot like him. I like when 
Kevin Durant makes the 
shot and he gets a trophy. 

Yahir P.
Grade 2

I am going to play football next 
week. I am going to be on the 
Jaguars Team. My Mom, Dad, and 
brother will watch me. I love football.
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Neil S.
Grade 2

I love to go to the beach.  I love 
everything about the beach. I love to 
play in the sand and the water. I love 
going to the beach with my family. 

Vaneshka Z.
 Grade 1

I like when my mom plays 
with me. I play with my mom 
and the baby. I like bananas 
in my house. I like cake. I 
like ice cream and pretzels. 

Savion I.
 Kindergarten

I love my sister.
I love my mom and dad.

I love my family. 
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Julieaury D.
Grade 2

I like when my mom does 
funny things. I love my 
mom. When we play hide 
and seek she wears a mask.

Juan L.
Grade 2

I like Christmas because I get 
what I want. I got a tablet and 
my brother also got a tablet.  
He also got a walkie talkie. 

Elijahdiel S.
 Grade 2

This Christmas I was at my 
grandma’s house.

I had the best present. 
It was the Nintendo switch.

Christopher I.
Grade 4

Dogs are unique animals that 
love to play, and they are friend-
ly and cute. A dog is related to 
a wolf. There are 400 different 
breeds. They are super good 
smellers and they know where a 
smell is coming from. They also 
understand 165 words and they 
can hear sounds 4x further away 
than people. An average dog 
can run 19 miles per hour at its 
full speed. A greyhound is the 
fastest dog on earth, it can reach 
up to 45 miles per hour. A dog 
that is an adult has 42 teeth. In 
conclusion, a dog is a unique 
creature. 

Angel M.
 Grade 3

Cheetahs are smaller than 
other members of the big 
cat family, weighing only 45-
60 kilograms.  One way to 
always recognize a cheetah is 
by the long, black lines which 
run from the inside of each 
eye to the mouth.  These are 
usually called “tear lines”. 
The cheetah’s unique body 
structure, long legs, flexible 
spine, semi retractable 
claws, and long tail allow it 
to achieve the unbelievable 
top speed of 110 km/hr.
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STORIES

Princess of Jelly Land
Maddy

Once upon a time, there lived a 
princess of Jelly land. She hated 
jelly and she hated humans. She 
was lime jelly. Every morning she 
ate jelly pancakes and jelly fruit. She 
ate a lot of jelly because everything 
was made out of jelly. Jelly this, and 
jelly that. But one day, Slime came 
and turned everyone into slime. 
She tried to stop slime, but she just 
couldn’t. She tried and tried, but 
all of her people were long gone.

Jackson’s Leaf
Jackson

Brown. It is brown
Dots. It has dots
Smelly. It is smelly
Pointy. It is pointy
Crinkly. It is crinkly
Old. It is old
Ohio-y. It is Ohio-y

It is dark
It is light
It has weird veins
It looks spiky
It is a leaf
 
It is curved all around
It is pointed in some places
It has cracks
It sounds creaky
It feels rough
It feels crinkly.
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Buried Treasure
Kahmari  

Once upon a time, there lived a little girl named Olivia. One time 
she went to the park. She felt something in the grass, so she went 
home and got a shovel, and then found it was a treasure chest. She 
opened it and it was one million thousand dollars. She told her mom 
and dad. They bought a mansion and a big pool in Atlanta. Then they 
built a school and she went there. After school, she would always go 
to her favorite park called Rose Park. It had lots of roses. The end.

A Princess Without a Voice
Shamyreik S., Grade 4

Once upon a time there was a princess sleeping in her room. There was a 
witch. She hated seeing the princess singing to the crowd. So one night 
she got a potion and took her voice away. The next day the princess 
tried to say something to the prince. She had to use sign language to 
say “Please help me.” The prince said “What?” because he did not know 
sign language. The princess got a board and wrote “Please help me. 
Someone took my voice!” She said. The prince said “I think I know what 
is wrong” so he got a map and said “Follow this.” The next day the 
princess got on her horse and rode to a creepy forest. She was scared  
at first, but then wasn’t anymore when she saw some birds. The birds 
gave her a potion. The princess went back to her castle and drank the 
potion. Then her voice came back.  The witch came to the palace, but the 
princess knew what to do and the police took the witch away. It was the 
princess’ birthday. She sang and sang then everyone clapped. THE END.



12

Kaylee P.
Grade 8

Do you ever listen to music and think of all the fun mem-
ories you’ve had while that song was playing? When I lis-
ten to music it, not only does it make me think of those 
memories, but also lets me relive them. I listen to upbeat 
songs, and they remind me of summer nights. Music also 
reminds me of spring days, like the smell in the air after it 
rains at night, and the breeze hitting my face, which brings 
me delight. I imagine the flowers blooming and rolling 
down a hill with friends. I think of night rides in the car with 
my sister, though it’s night the air is still warm, I roll down 
my window and stick my arm out I feel free and happy. 

Choices
Rihab A., Grade 11

Our lives are based on the choices we make. 
Now, the time has come for me to start 
thinking about a choice that will be the base 
of my future: Which college should I choose? 
There are many options, but I know nothing 
about any of them. However, I have started 
to focus more on this matter at hand. I want 
to go to a school that is good both academ-
ically and socially. It is a big decision, but 
there comes a time in everyone’s life when 
they make their choice. Now it’s my time.
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For the Love of Gilli
Olivia M.

Gilli Allen sits alone at lunch every day.
Other students point and stare,
But Gilli Allen chooses to stay.

Could it be that she just doesn’t care?
Or that cowardice isn’t her way?

Anyone else would cry, 
But Gilli Allen wouldn’t dare.

She just sits and eats her large array, 
Of food. Still upon her chair,

Gilli Allen looks away.
Amongst all the laughing faces 
Sprawled throughout the air,

There is one that stands alone, 
Holding a bouquet.

Gilli Allen simply smiles,
 And tries to fix her hair,

For the figure approaching her,
 She could never betray.

A man of sophistication and flair.
Gilli Allen knows that she will marry him some day.

So, is it true that Gilli Allen simply doesn’t care?
Or could it be that love, is in the air?
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Hope, Faith, Light, and Goodness
Hiba A., Grade 8

When you question everything,
Just wait a few more seconds,
When you feel your world will end,
Wait a few seconds,
When darkness falls,
Find-
Become,
the moon,
the stars,
The light,
Hope is your friend,
So is faith,
So wait a few seconds,
There is good in the world,
Find it,
And more importantly become it.
So when someone else’s world crashes,
You can save it.
So they don’t feel the same pain,
Help them wait a few seconds,
Help them see the good,
Help them become it,
Don’t just look for the good in the world,
Help make the world good,
Or even just a little bit better...



 15May 2018

Planet Estroodairo
Jackson

Welcome to Planet Estroodairo. We are located in the unknown gal-
axy. Orbiting this planet are the moons called the 6 doubles. The life 
forms inhabiting the planet are boys including aliens and weird ani-
mals. Notice the natural features including boy stuff. The climate on 
the planet is warm and cool, so like regular Earth, but I can control it. 
While you are here make sure to clean. Not! Robots will take care of 
everything.

Planet Candy 
Maddy 

Welcome to Planet Candy. We are located in the Candy galaxy. 
Orbiting this planet is the moon called Candy moon. The life 
forms inhabiting the planet include gingerbread, candy pets, 
gingerbread people, and gingerbread houses. Notice the nat-
ural features including the pink-blue sky and everyone eating 
candy. The climate on Planet Candy is sunny and cloudy with a 
chance of candy corn. While you are here, make sure to eat a lot 
of candy, have fun, and be nice. You can eat anything, anytime.
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Animals Play
Written by Noble Elementary School Ink Spot Students

Cast
Frog

Mittens
Fly

Dragonfly
 

Act 1: Scene 1:
Narrator: In the pond
Frog: Hmm, what a wonderful day.
Fly: Do you want to be my friend?
Frog: Yes!
Fly: What is your name?
Frog: My name is Frog.
Fly: My name is Fly. Nice to meet you!
Narrator: Fly buzzes away. Mittens enters.
Mittens: Hi Frog.
Frog: Hi Mittens. What are you doing here?
Mittens: Oh, nothing. I am just checking on you.
Frog: Oh, thank you Mittens.
Mittens: You’re welcome.
Frog: Bye, see you tomorrow.
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Act 1: Scene 2
Narrator: The next day.
[Fly walks over to Frog.]
Frog: Fly, stop buzzing.
Fly: Hmmm? What was that?
Narrator: Fly knows that Frog told him to stop, but fly keeps buzzing.
Dragonfly: Hey, what’s going on? It looks like Fly’s up to no good again.
Fly: No, better keep buzzing! Buzzzz-
Dragonfly: Fly, stop or you are going home.
Fly: But I don’t want to go.
Frog: But if you keep bugging me you will have to.
Fly: Fine I’ll stop, but only because I don’t want to go home.
Frog: Thanks. That will let me keep swimming!
 
Act 1: Scene 3
Narrator: Fly flies off to Mitten’s house.
Fly: This will be funny.
Frog: Where’s he going now?
Dragonfly: I don’t know but let’s follow him.
Narrator: Frog and Dragonfly follow Fly.
Fly [singing]: Buzzzz! I like to buzzzz! When I’m buzzing I’m happy!
Mittens: Stop, you’re annoying me.
Fly: What? Did I hear something? I think my mind is playing tricks.
Frog: Hey, Fly. What are you doing?
Fly: Nothing.
Dragonfly: Fly, stop it or I will tell.
Fly: Hey, that’s not fair.
Frog: Yes it is.
Fly: Fine.
Narrator: Fly stomps off and leaves Frog, Mittens, and Dragonfly alone.
Mittens: Thanks, he was really annoying me.
Frog: You’re welcome!
Narrator: In the end, Fly stopped annoying everyone and learned that the best 
thing to do is not to bully anyone. The animals lived happily ever after.
The End.
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ACTIVITY CORNER

CAN YOU FIND 
YOUR WAY OUT?
(DIFFICULTY: Easy)

CAN YOU SOLVE THESE RIDDLES?
(DIFFICULTY: Easy)

1) What is at the end of a rainbow?

2) What gets wetter and wetter 
the more it dries?
 
3) Which weighs more, a pound of 
feathers or a pound of bricks?

Answers to Riddles (Difficulty: Easy)
1) The letter W.
2) A towel.
3) Neither, they both weigh one pound.
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Answers to Riddles (Difficulty: Medium)
1) The read the same right side up and upside down. 
2) Seven (take away the ‘s’ and it becomes ‘even’).
3) Footprints.

CAN YOU FIND 
YOUR WAY OUT?
(DIFFICULTY: Medium)

CAN YOU SOLVE THESE RIDDLES?
(DIFFICULTY: Medium)

1) What do the numbers 11, 69, and 
88 all have in common?
 
2) I am an odd number. Take away one 
letter and I become even. What num-
ber am I?

3) The more you take, the more you 
leave behind. What are they?
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CAN YOU SOLVE THESE RIDDLES?
(DIFFICULTY: Hard)

1) If an electric train is going east at 
50 miles an hour and there is a strong 
wind blowing west, which way does 
the smoke from the train drift?

2) You have a 5 gallon bucket and a 
3 gallon bucket with as much water 
as you need, but no other measuring 
devices. Fill the 5 gallon bucket with 
exactly 4 gallons of water.

Answers to Riddles (Difficulty: Hard)
1) There is no smoke coming from electric trains.
2) Fill the 5 gallon bucket all the way up. Pour it into the 3 gallon bucket 
until it is full. Empty the 3 gallon bucket. Pour the remaining 2 gallons into 
the 3 gallon bucket. Fill the 5 gallon bucket all the way up. Finish filling the 
3 gallon bucket. 

CAN YOU FIND 
YOUR WAY OUT?
(DIFFICULTY: Hard)
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WORD SEARCH
APRIL
BIRDS

BREEZY
BUNNY

CLOUDY
FLOWERS
WEATHER

RAIN
TREES
WARM
SPRING

PUDDLES
RAINBOW
SUNSHINE

BONUS: CAN YOU FIND THE WORD “SQUIRRELS”?
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CONNECT THE DOTS!
(DIFFICULTY: Medium)
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CONNECT THE DOTS!
(DIFFICULTY: Medium)
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2843 Washington Blvd  

 
 

Comics and Graphic Storytelling   ‘Zines  

Creative Nonfiction  Comedy Writing  

Music Journalism  Novel Writing 

Paper Arts  Puppets 

...and more! 
Week-long camps begin June 18th and run from 1-5pm.  

Learn more at lakeerieink.org/summer 

Ink Spot Afterschool Program 
Receive homework support and engage in creative expression activities that inspire 

and encourage artistic expression, creative thinking and literacy enrichment. 
 

Evening Ink: Teen Writers’ Workshop 
Thursdays (summer) + Wednesdays (fall) 7:00 –8:30pm  Explore genres, respond 

to creative prompts, write collaborative pieces & share with your peers. 
 

Teen Book Project 
Once a year, Lake Erie Ink gathers a group of teens to plan and publish a book of local 

teen writing.  Join our editorial board or submit your writing for publication.  
 

Teen Open Mic Nights 
FREE monthly events; bring poetry or prose to share or write while you’re with us. 

 

College Essay Workshops 
Discover your story and face the college essay with guidance from experienced writers.  

 
 

lakeerieink.org 216-320-4757 

creative writing summer camps for grades 2 12

/lakeerieink 

Read. Write. Think. Ink. 

Register online at lakeerieink.org | 
Program prices vary, scholarships 
always available 

creative writing programs for all ages
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GOT A STORY TO SHARE? 

GRAB A PARENT AND HEAD TO:
     www.youngwritersofcleveland.com

For questions or comments, please email 
YWCleveland@gmail.com

WANT YOUR ARTWORK PUBLISHED?



The Young Writers of Cleveland was established as an undergraduate student organization under 
the University Media Board at Case Western Reserve University on March 31, 2017. 


