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Dear Readers,
Welcome to the Young Writers of Cleveland!
On a hot July evening, as I sat across the U.S. Capitol building in Washington, D.C. like I did most days after work,
I received a call from our now Editor-in-Chief, Natasha Oldford. After a few minutes of catching-up about how our
summers had unfolded so far, she cut to the chase: an idea she talked to me about months earlier was becoming a
reality. Natasha’s concept for building a magazine from the ground-up, that was focused on publishing creative
writing of local students, had been approved, funded, and given the name Young Writers of Cleveland. Natasha
called to ask me to be a part of the team, and I was excited and humbled.
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Now with the third issue, Young Writers of Cleveland is beginning to fulfill its mission. Starting as a conversation
between peers, Young Writers of Cleveland is now a student-run organization at Case Western Reserve University
(CWRU) that publishes articles written by students in the Cleveland area. The goal of the publication is to motivate
students to read and write, to enhance their learning in and out of school, and to inspire them to appreciate and value
their writing. Since publishing our first magazine in December of 2016, we have received tremendous support from
students, families, and local Cleveland intuitions. Ultimately, it is the enthusiasm of students who publish their
works in our magazine that is rewarding and fuels our motivations to help this publication to continue to grow.
I am excited to announce that we have made successful strides in helping connect the community as a whole and
better foster a positive learning community throughout the city. This year we have continued to partner with strong
Cleveland organizations such as the Saturday Tutoring Program, Lake Erie Ink, and CWRU’s Cleveland Public
Schools Connection that all provide opportunities for students to continue to learn and discover outside of the
classroom. Additionally, this semester, we have aligned with the Dittrick Museum of Medical History to encourage
students who have passions in medicine and health care. We are proud to build on the good work of these local
institutions and are excited to see these newly-forged relationships blossom.
As the Director of Affairs, I have had the unique opportunity to share our vision directly with these groups, and I
hope that through this work our team can help link students with these remarkable establishments. Working on
behalf of the students we publish has been a privilege.
Lastly, I want to acknowledge and thank the CWRU Media Board, and all of the inspirational writing organizations
within Cleveland. A special thank you to all those involved in the Young Writers of Cleveland, including our
advisors and staff members. With your dedication and efforts, we have been able to act on our vision and grow.
With that, I invite you to enjoy the third issue of the Young Writers of Cleveland!
Sincerely,
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GRADES 1-4
Rokhaya D.
Grade 3

I am good at drawing dresses for my friends. I like to draw many
different colors and shapes with the dresses. My friend makes the
dresses that I design. Once my friend makes the dresses, we pass
them out to our other friends. I like to draw dresses because it is fun.
Autumn A.
Grade 2

I like basketball because it is a fun sport. I scored a lot of points in
my first game. My team was great and we won our first game. The
Coach really liked the way I played and he said he was going to
buy pizza for our team. He is counting on us to go undefeated.
Chidi O.
Grade 4

One of the games that I like to play is chess. I like this game
because it tests your brain’s ability to think and strategize,
and it’s really fun to play. Another game I like to play is Uno.
I like to play Uno because you never know what’s coming
your way. Also, people can change the colors and numbers.
But, if you’re really lucky, you can make people draw cards.

4

Aziz D.
Grade 1
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Aaliyah P.
Grade 4

Janiah D.
Grade 4

I love cooking. When I don’t
have homework or chores,
I will cook things like cookies, pancakes, cupcakes, or
donuts. I use a cookbook so
that I can learn how to cook.
I read the ingredients carefully so that I can make all
of these things taste good
for my family and friends. I
would also like to learn how
to make popsicles.

I am better at math than I
was last year. I’m not struggling anymore and I am
happy that I know more
stuff. When I get ready for
a math test, I know that I
will be able to do some
things, but I might not
be able to do everything.
Thanks to my teacher, I now
know more than before.

Roniya A.
Grade 4

I think you can help others by making friends. When
someone doesn’t have a friend, you can ask them, “Hey,
I see you don’t have anyone to play with, so I was wondering if you wanted to play.” Or when you are walking down the hall and someone drops their books,
you say “Can I help you?” That’s how you help others.

A’miracle G.
Grade 3

I would like to be a nurse because I would be helpful and because I have had surgery. I could help children. I am going to
make them healthy and strong so that they can live a happy life.

Logan W.
Grade 4

Having good manners is when you are nice to others. At home, I
tell my mom that I can clean for her while she sits and relaxes. At
school, we have a pledge that says, “I pledge to be the best that I
can be in school and I am responsible for caring about the well-being
of others. If I try, learn, and work hard, I can succeed and go far.”

6
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Molly W.
Grade 3

Molly’s Recipe for Witches Brew

Kahmari G.
Grade 4

First rotten eggs, grainy bugs,
I’m gonna turn you into a green rug.
Icy slime, nothing divine, you will smell like lime.
Next peanut butter with some jelly
Blueberries with grapes
I will make you into a strawberry
Then caramel candy, chocolate bar,
Come to my house and I will put you in my soup.
After that skulls of heads, lizard legs,
I am going to turn you into a rainbow pizza face.
Finally, treasure, worm hearts, lightning planes,
and kitty fangs
The king’s crown and scepter
And I am a monster.

Recipe for Happy
1 cup of hugs
2 cups of kisses
3 cups of friends
4 cups of family
5 cups of toys
6 cups of people
7 cups of my brother
8 cups of macaroni and cheese

Johnaszia T.
Grade 4

Once upon a time there was a ghost. I couldn’t even see
it because it was a ghost.When I saw it I ran out the door
and went to go get the Ghostbusters. They tried to suck
up all the ghosts but there wasn’t enough room so the
Ghostbusters couldn’t capture them. Just them more
ghosts came out of their hiding spots and more and more
and more.That’s when more Ghostbusters came and that is
when they got the job done. That is when I was safe again.
8

Maddy W.
Grade 3

Love is like eating cake with milk or tea on a rainy day or not.
Love is as tasty as birthday cake or holiday cake
Love is like making cake on a rainy day with hot chocolate
Love is as delicious as cake any day or anytime you want
Love tastes like deliciousness melting in your mouth
December 2017
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GRADES 5-6

Damarkis D.
Grade 5

Sharjae B.
Grade 5

When I have no homework, chores, or other responsibilities, my favorite
way to spend my spare time is cooking, getting on the computer, and
daydreaming. I like cooking anything as long as it is not messy. I love
cooking with my grandma, but I also cook with my grandpa if he needs
help or if I am bored. I like to play Roblox and watch YouTube all day
on my tablet and computer. The videos I like to watch are slime videos
and a lot of prank videos. I like to daydream about Candyland and
adventure stuff. I like to make a lot of slime. There are many ways to
make slime. You can make slime out of glue, baking soda, and contact
solution, glue and borax, or glue and liquid corn starch. These are all of
the things I like to do in my spare time. Thank you for reading this story.

Tarron L.
Grade 6

I am a good basketball player. I play point guard and small forward
shooting guard. I practice shooting, dribbling, and passing. At
home, I practice non-stop in the summer and winter. I focus on the
basketball game that I am playing. My goal is to be on the North
Carolina Duke sports team because I like Michael Jordan and
Kyrie Irving. You can go to different college teams but end up on
the same NBA teams. You can also meet your friends in the NBA.
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My auntie is a UR nurse and
sometimes she helps me with
my sores. When she comes
home, she makes brownies
with whip cream and we watch
movies on the Fire Stick. Last
night we watched Baby Driver.
Two weeks ago we watched
Get Out. I like going to the
doctor to get a check up. They
give me candy and stickers.

Juwaun H.
Grade 5

Jordan D.
Grade 5

One time I was playing basketball,
outside in my backyard. I tried to
dunk a basketball. I made the shot,
but instead of landing on my feet, I
hit my arm first on the square bricks.
It felt like I shattered my bone into
pieces. When I got to the hospital
ER, they took me to the x-ray. I didn’t
shatter my bone, I just fractured my
wrist. They tried to make me move
while I was awake. While I was there,
the NBA finals were playing: Golden
State vs. Cleveland. They put me
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into a bandage cast for 2 weeks. My
basketball season started while I was in
my bandage cast. After that, they put
me in a waterproof cast with a camo
design. When I got my waterproof
cast, I had to start dribbling with
my right hand. After those 2 weeks,
they put me in a blue and black wrist
relaxer, since I was sore after they
took my waterproof cast. Right now
I’m able to use my wrist for anything,
but I have to be careful because if
I hurt it I’ll need that wrist relaxer.
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Darrian B.
Grade 5

Mekhi S.
Grade 6

I am better now than in the past. In the past I couldn’t catch or throw
as well. But now I can do a lot of stuff in football. I’m a beast now.
Actually, I ran into a tree in my backyard; that’s why I have a black
eye on my right eye. The day after that I got a huge scratch on my
leg from dropping a tree on it. I went in my house, put antibiotics on
it, and went to go play ball some more. Then two months later, I hit
my head on the trampoline trying to do a backflip. After I went on a
30- minute bike ride, my calves were really strong. Then a month later,
my brother jumped on a ball on a trampoline and touched the sky.

Once upon a time, there was a
princess fairy named Timberlina.
Although she spends the day
studying the history of fairyland and
watching fairy TV, she sometimes
sneaks out of the castle for
adventure! [Like] fighting monsters,
saving critters, and saving fairies.
But on one day, the fairy forecast
said that for the next 5 weeks
they will have to stay indoors.
Timberlina was sad that she

Marquese D.
Grade 5

I am better at reading because before I came
to Saturday Tutoring, I didn’t know how to read
or spell very well. Now I know how to do these
things. The other thing I am good at is following
directions and being on time. I used to have some
times when I did not follow directions. But I got
better at following directions. Being on time is hard
because I used to wake up but not get up. But now
I can get up, get ready, and be on time, not late!
Lataesha W.
Grade 6

I am better at helping others read their homework. If they
get stuck on a question, I would help them with the question
they are stuck on. I helped Marquese with spelling the word
‘probably.’ I help Heather with school papers. I love helping
Kat; she is the fun tutor. I help all the people in the world.
12

had to stay indoors, so she got
a vaccuum cleaner and went
outdoors. But before she went
outside she went upstairs to
make the vacuum even bigger.
She picked up all of the snow and
all of the fairies thanked her. Her
royal parents were proud of her
and gave her a big hug when she
came back inside. Now, whenever
there’s bad weather she cleans
it up with her trusty vacuum.
Jackson W.
Grade 5

It was October 13th and I was so excited for the weekend. Halloween was in
two or three weeks. I’m going to be a character from my drawing book. As I
was walking home, I thought I saw something moving. I said, “Eh, probably
wind blowing or something.” Then I got home and I turned around and saw a
flower moving. I blinked twice and it didn’t move [again]. Then I went upstairs,
turned around, and saw my Batman clock move. My Batman clocked moved!
First it twitched a bit. Then it came flying out at me. Then it started to run. “Zip!
Zap! Zop!”. It tore my curtains apart. I didn’t have proof that it moved. [That]
Saturday morning I [had] dreamed that my Batman clock was going to get me.
But then I realized it was only the beginning! I walked outside and pumpkins
were all over the backyard. So I told my mom and dad and they said, “Dragon!
Behind you!”. I looked around and ran. Then a mummy came out of nowhere
followed by a zombie and a headless horseman. We ran all the way to Columbus.
I still was thinking about the Batman clock moving. It was raining when we got
to Columbus. We saw some skeletons on the way there but we ignored them
and went by our day. My uncle and aunt live there, plus my cousin. We got to
their house. They were all in electric chairs. Then I turned around and saw…
To be continued.
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GRADES 7-8

Vanessa J.
Grade 8

Jada N.
Grade 7
Being healthy is something I have to do. I can’t be unhealthy and run track
because I then I’d let my team down. I always follow directions and am
always on time. I like being on time, so can get done with my work in order
to do other things. Choosing my friends is hard because I am friends with
everyone, even teachers. I can’t really show that I can’t choose. Friendship
is golden. I just enjoy being nice to others. I don’t get in trouble, and try
to stay out of trouble. Reading on my own is easy, but reading with others
I think is better. Why? Because I like teaching and helping others read too.
If they don’t know what a word is I can help them. I am really good at all subjects,
but I mess up sometimes. I study and study until I understand it. Being kind
to others is what I’m really good at. I like being helpful to others because it
makes me feel like a good person. It also makes others feel great knowing that
someone wants to help. Like my mother says, “Be kind to others and they will
be kind back.” I do a lot of things to help people. I feed the homeless. I care for
animals. But I want to make differences in this world and that is what I am going
to do. I will always be the way I am. Being nice is just one thing I will always do.
I want people to feel like they are important. I know people are going through
hard times but I want them to know that there is someone there for them.

The games I like to play with my family and friends are Monopoly, Sorry, Cards,
Checkers, and Connect Four. When we play we are very competitive, and if someone
else wins, we keep playing until we win the game. Sometimes we play games for
the last candy bag or the last bag of chips. Sometimes when we play we start to
argue over little things. For example, when we play Monopoly, we argue over a
piece of land someone tries to buy. Overall, my family is fun to play games with.

Shyla C.
Grade 8

Andre M.
Grade 8
I am considering being a biologist. I have always been interested in life and how it
works. It’s just very interesting. When I go to the doctor and get a shot I’m afraid,
but the nurse always says, “Look away.” I find it more comforting to look at it. One
time at summer camp in 4th grade, I got done eating and went to the playground,
and halfway there I sprained my ankle. When I went to the hospital they were nice.

14

When I get older, I want to be a veterinarian, marine biologist, or a
chef. I love cooking with my dad and also by myself. I love animals
(only certain ones though). I have a dog named Tucker and I have
learned that taking care of animals is a lot of work. I have also learned
that different animals have different body parts and their systems
work differently. It would be hard to pick what job I’d like, but if I did
choose one, the other jobs would be back-up jobs. One of my favorite
things to bake is donuts. It might take some time, but it is worth it in
the end. These are my choices of what I want to be when I get older.
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Ania P.
Grade 7
I am better at being healthy and I see all
the benefits. I am currently a pescatarian,
which is a person who does not eat meat
but does eat fish. I try my best to drink as
much water as I can, and stay away from
all pesticides, preservatives, and artificial
flavors. In the future, I would like to become
a vegan and exercise every day for an hour
and thirty minutes. I currently walk every
day with my mom for about two to three
miles. My mom and I also climb hills at
Garfield Park. I started being healthy about
four months ago to gain more weight
and muscle. My mom is very sick and it’s
more than just her having to use a cane!
I love taking care of my mom. My mom
and I decided to take this journey when
she realized certain food was making her
sicker. When I’m an adult I look forward to
becoming a botanist and finishing college
and getting my doctorate degree. I want
to become an amazing and responsible
adult and being healthy will help that.

Damir P.
Grade 8
I help my family by doing chores and cleaning up around the house. I help my
classmates with whatever they need help on, such as homework and other life
lessons. I’ve helped my friends with homework and other things they need help on.
Other people should ask their friends or family members what they need help on
and help them with their problems. They should ask the people what they should
change and think about all of our ideas, to make the world a safer and better place.
Jamie O.
Grade 7
There are many ways that I help others. At my house
I help by washing the dishes for my mom, and doing
all my homework when my mom comes home so that
she doesn’t have to worry about me not doing my
homework from school. In class if we are going over test
we just got back, if we have questions on problems we
got wrong and our partner has one of these questions
right, we are allowed to ask them the answer and how
they got it and what to do better next time to get the
question right next time. Another way I help is that I help
my friends is if they weren’t at school for a day or if they
just didn’t get the homework, we would text each other
the homework and sometimes video. We help each
other to go over the questions we don’t understand
or don’t know if they are correct, and we would ask
each other what we had trouble with. Another way I
help others is to go to the Girls and Boys club every
other weekend with my mom to volunteer to help.

Quran A.
Grade 8
I was in 4th grade when I broke my heel. I used to do back flips off the
stage. A couple of months after I went to the doctor. The x-rays came
back, and I had a broken bone in my heel. They said I might need surgery.

16
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GRADES 9-12
Ashli P.
Grade 12
I am getting much better at mathematics because I have devoted
much more time to understanding
it and challenging myself in the
subject. Before I used to just coast
through it, not asking questions
in fear of appearing unsmart, but
now I have gained “mathematical
confidence.” I took it upon myself
this summer to take a Trig-PreCalc class online in order to go
into CP [College Prep] Calculus
and Honors Physics. I’m starting
to enjoy the challenge of math
and am beginning to fully understand what I didn’t care to before.

Khairiya R.
Grade 11

Briya G.
Grade 12
I think doctors are really important. They
go to a lot of school to help us, and without them we probably would not live as
long as we do. They are strong enough
to be able to take responsibility for someone’s death, and to cope with having
someone’s life and health in their hands.
What makes a doctor effective is being
able to have patience for their peers and
to have patience with themselves to be
where they are at now. I think doctors
are a great example of discipline. My
conclusion is that doctors are important and I am grateful for them. Nurses
help by organizing and helping doctors.

David D.
Grade 12
I enjoy playing games outside with my dog Pepper. I like to throw baseballs and
play fetch with him. After about two throws, the dog is tired because I spoiled him
during his early years (shame on me), so then we go inside. I play NBA 2K every
once in awhile with my friends. Those are pretty much all of the games I like to play.

18

Music. What is music to me?
Music makes me dance. Music
makes me sing. Music makes
me happy. My favorite genre of
music is jazz. Jazz is so smooth
but can also be fun. Cleveland
School of the Arts is where I
go. Where I have fun. Where I
am happy to be at. Where I can

express my talent. Not JUST to
do school work, but where I can
sing in my choir. My mother always
told me to follow my dreams. My
dream is to be a singer, and to be
a music teacher. I will follow my
dream and will NEVER let anyone
get in my way. I ignore the negative
vibes and bring in the positive.
CarRein S.
Grade 11

I am considering a career in sports medicine. When I visit the doctor
and dentist, they usually try and talk me through everything. They explain how things work, then tell me how things will taste and feel. I ask
them things like: What were their favorite subjects in school? How did
they know what they truly wanted to be in life? And do they enjoy their
jobs? Some healthy habits I have are: brushing my teeth twice a day,
stretching before sports, cleaning my ears, and eating vegetables. I have
never broken a bone or had surgery. In sports medicine I want to go
into the rehab area, and help people work on doing different workouts.

Jayla V.
Grade 9
I am better at being healthy now because I do not eat most of the unhealthy stuff I used to, such as hot chips, fried chicken, and candy. This
school year I got better at choosing my friends because throughout
middle school I was with the wrong crowd, but now that I know better, I chose my friends wisely. I’m also better at presenting projects, especially in math. I’m also better at being helpful to other students.
Now that I’m able to do better in school, I can help students in need.
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GOOD MANNERS &
HELPING OTHERS
“Good manners, such as being cordial, are something that should be
practiced all the time, even though
it’s hard to show good manners when
people are rude. Having good manners is ultimately a reflection of how
much you value and respect yourself.” - David, Grade 12

“Having good manners means you
enter a room with a sense of respect towards others.” - Kristan,
Grade 10

“I help my friends with their homework. I don’t give the answers, but I
help them understand how they can
do it.” - Jada, Grade 7

“Every person should be kind and tell
the truth.” - Ta’Miya, Grade 8

“Every person should at least try
to help others. You don’t know if
they’re really struggling with something.”- Sharon, Grade 6

“I show good manners by eating eloquently and not burping while eating.
That’s rude. When we’re done with
lunch, my friends and I clean up after
ourselves.”- Mikayla, Grade 9

“I help my parents by doing things
around the house without being told.”
- Pra’mis, Grade 9

“Because they are here to help
you, you should show respect to
all the volunteers. At tutoring,
that’s showing manners.” Malcolm,
Grade 9
20
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ACTIVITY CORNER
DRAW THE OTHER
HALF OF ME!

(DIFFICULTY: Medium)

WHAT DO YOU SEE?
ANSWER #1:

40 by 40 delta maze

Copyright © 2017 JGB Service, http://www.mazegenerator.net/

CAN YOU FIND
YOUR WAY OUT?

CONNECT THE DOTS!
(DIFFICULTY: Easy)

(DIFFICULTY: Hard)
22
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WHAT DO YOU SEE?
ANSWER #2:

23

WORD SEARCH
WINTER
SNOW
FROZEN
WOOL
DECEMBER
HOLIDAY

WARMTH
SMORES
PARKA
JANUARY
BLIZZARD
VACATION

BONUS: Can you find the word “FROSTY”?

CONNECT THE DOTS!
(DIFFICULTY: Easy)

WHAT DO YOU SEE?
ANSWER #3:
Answers to “What Do You See?”
1) Snowflake 2) Maple Leaf 3) Apple

24
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With its diverse set of restaurants, numerous higher-education institutions, and
various museums, University Circle in Cleveland is a cultural destination for locals and
tourists. From the Museum of Contemporary Art to the Cleveland Museum of Art, or
the Botanical Gardens to the Western Reserve Historical Society, there are a wealth of
cultural institutions for students and their families to visit. For those students with an
interest in medicine and health care, the Dittrick Museum of Medical History is a local
gem.
The museum’s history dates back to 1898 when the Cleveland Medical Library
Association formed a committee dedicated to collecting and taking care of medical
instruments and artifacts donated by local surgeon Dr. Dudley Peter Allen. In 1920, the
Dittrick Museum moved into its permanent home at the corner of Euclid Avenue and
Adelbert Road and opened its doors a few years later for medical students and doctors. After almost a century, the museum has over a hundred thousand artifacts and is
open to the public.
The exhibits at the Dittrick Museum are endless. As you walk down the hall to
the main gallery, visitors are surrounded by walls of illuminated artifacts and illustrations
depicting medicine’s evolution from the 19th century through the evolution of germ
theory and into modern day health care. See how doctors discovered the real horrors
of mercury and learn about the first use of toilet paper.
Next, visitors can walk into the main gallery and get a sneak peek of the museum’s newest exhibit: “How Medicine Became Modern”. Characterized by larger interactive digital displays, students can interact with the boards to see how medicine has
transitioned over the yerars. Visitors may read and watch the stories behind many of
the artifacts found in the galleries. Keep this a secret between your close friends, however, because the exhibit does not officially open until September! How cool would it
be to be one of the first?
And that’s not all! Students and families can see life-size models of doctor’s offices before the knowledge of germ theory and their evolution since. Students can head
upstairs and play doctor in the diagnostic gallery. Lastly, for older students, the Dittrick
Museum houses the world’s largest historical collection of contraception.
Cleveland is at the epicenter for medical progress by pursuing modern medical
techniques and practices. Along with the strong research and academic institutions
housed in this great city, the Dittrick Museum has a strong standing on the list. Serving
as one of the original anchors for the medical industry in Cleveland, the Dittrick Museum is a gathering place for learning and discovery by all ages. The Dittrick Museum of
Medical History accurately depicts this in its exhibits, showcasing how over the years,
Cleveland philanthropists, teachers, journalists, doctors, and patients have come together to build a rich medical history and culture.
We encourage students to explore the Dittrick Museum. Write about your experiences, ask questions, and share your adventures with your parents, teachers, and
peers. We, here at Young Writers of Cleveland, cannot wait to hear from you and read
about your medical journeys at the museum!
-Young Writers of Cleveland, Staff
26
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Register NOW!
Call 216-421-0482 ext. 281, or
e-mail SaturdayTutoring@gmail.com

WE WANT TO FEATURE

YOU!

All students K-12 in the Greater Cleveland area
are welcome to submit writing and artwork to
the The Young Writers of Cleveland.
For questions, comments, or to send your submissions and artwork, please email
YWCleveland@gmail.com


















The Young Writers of Cleveland was established as an undergraduate student organization under
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