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GRADES 1-4
Allie H.
Grade 3

One day a man was walking on the street. He saw an old man on
the street and the old man was homeless. The man gave the old
man some money and food. It is important to give and not only
receive. We are just lucky we have all the things that we need.

Donald B.
Grade 3

A long time ago there
were two princes who
loved their kingdom. They
loved to play, but then
there was a big war where
they fought on and on. Everyone lived in peace, but
one prince was killed. The
boys and the girls then
lived happily ever after.

When I grow up I want
to be a teacher. I know if
I’m going to be a teacher,
I’m going to have to go
to college for maybe 2
to 4 years, but it’s worth
it. I really want to be a
teacher because I think
it would be fun. I do not
want to teach older kids
because of the way they
act. I want to live in a big
house with a pool. I want
to have a big nice family.
Rmahni W.
Grade 3

4

Chance T.
Grade 4
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Amari H.
Grade 4

I do not have my own library in my room, but I do have books.
Amelia Bedelia is in my collection. I want to add The Magic Treehouse. In school we go to the library on Thursdays.

Ju’Vion S.
Grade 2

At school I go to the library every day. I get comic books and
Pokémon books at my school. Every five days I go to school and
get a library book. I like to get comic books and Pokémon books.

Kevin
Grade 2

One of the leaders at my school is my gym
teacher. He pushes me to do good in school.
He also mentors me and plays football. He
also coaches us to do better at basketball.
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Zinyah G.
Grade 3

The one rule everyone should follow is the golden rule, because you don’t want to get in trouble. The reason is, if
you wanted to be treated fairly, just follow the golden rule.

Allie H.
Grade 3

One day a man was walking on the street. He saw an old man on
the street and the old man was homeless. The man gave the old
man some money and food. It is important to give and not only
receive. We are just lucky we have all the things that we need.
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GRADES 5-6
Jada N.
Grade 6

When I am at home, I love helping my mom and dad make dinner and
clean up the backyard. When I am at school, I love helping my teacher
clean the room or helping other kids with their work. It is fun helping
other kids with their work. On my street, I love helping people with
anything they need help with. I love helping people; to me it is like
learning. Helping people is one of the best things I have ever done
in my life. When I help people, I learn many more things that I otherwise would not know how to do. People do different things, and when
they tell me how to do them, I learn for the future. When it comes to
animals, I would do anything for them. I hate seeing animals suffer. It
brings me to tears. If there were any animals on the street, I would take
them in until we could find the animal a home. If we could not find it a
home, then we would keep looking until we could find it a home. How
I help Cleveland is through a school program called “You Save Cleveland, We Save Cleveland”. We let the homeless into our school and
give them food to eat. I love helping people with all their problems.
Andrea R.
Grade 5

My leader is Tonaia because she helps people get to their bus and is
nice, kind, and smart. Also, she helps me learn how to be a good reader.
Tanaia is one of my many BFFs. I hope I meet more friends like Tanaia.
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Allison B.
Grade 5

I do not have my own library in my
room. I go to the library almost every 2 or 3 weeks at school. The worst
time I have had at the library was
when I was not able to get the book
that I wanted for about two weeks.
I have a library card for Shaker Library and use the computer there
for schoolwork and games. I go to
the neighborhood library every 5
weeks, because I go to the school
library often. The best experience I
have had at the public library, was
when I got 4 of my favorite books. I
went with my friend and we did our
homework and played on the computer. My favorite book is Sisters.

Anezea H.
Grade 5

My dog is a Pitbull. He is kind
and he is light brown. He also
has sharp claws. He likes to eat
everything, but he does not
like to eat my shoes. Yesterday,
I bought myself a new outfit. I
got a pair of pants and 2 shirts.

Davonnthea D.
Grade 6

My hero is Michelle Obama because she understands kids. I
have always wanted to be like Michelle Obama’s kids. I wish that
Obama was still at the White House so that when I get to 8th
grade I can meet them. But Donald Trump is president. Michelle
wants kids to get a good education. Michelle is down to earth.
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Patrice Jones
Grade 6
Madiere T.
Grade 5

I pick up trash, I recycle with my auntie, and I
help the homeless. We give away food and we
also donate clothes and toys for people who
don’t have anything for Christmas. I hope people can stop all the killing and shooting, so new
houses can be built. That way, people can live
in them, if they don’t have a house to live in.
At my school, I try to make people stop fighting
and bullying other people. I try to stop the meanness and people talking bad to each other. At
my school, we make anti-bullying signs so people can stop bullying and get along with each
other. They can stop and talk about it instead.
10

GRADES 7-8

It is the year 307 T-E.

K: everything’s fine here. We’re right
on schedule. 4 years till landing at
Linh Kayoko and Takahashi Aidyn were Chiron
best friends growing up. Now they are
16 and Kayoko was selected to be on A: Ok. You mentioned that Kai got a
the ship Hypnos, the first expedition
new machine a couple of days ago.
outside the solar system. She’s travelCan I see
ing to a planet in the Alpha Centauri
system- Chiron. Now they communiK: aidyn,”@
cate through texts. Aidyn is a mechanic and inventor.
12:41AM Jan. 27 307 T-E
A: Hey? You there?
12:06AM Jan. 27, 307 T-E
Aidyn: Hey, are you awake?
K: Aidyn @
12:15AM Jan. 27 307 T-E
Kayoko: I am now. What do u want?
A: I was thinking… what do you think
of the new android? It’s been a while
and you haven’t commented on it

()…8i’mhere&(%(*#@430something’s(&#$@wrongtheengines@#)
(_!)(*$Kaismissing
A: Kayoko?
K: ($*)@helpus()*$@(

K: Oh, that android u sent me a week
ago? It isn’t your best work.

A: KAYOKO?

A: what do you mean

1:34AM Jan. 27 307 T-E
A: Kayoko?

K: they say you’re the best inventor in
new Tokyo, & I’ve seen much better
from you

3:34AM Jan. 27 307 T-E
A: kayoko

A: Oh, I’ll work on it. I’ve been hearing 6:21AM Jan. 27 307 T-E
weird things about the transmissions
A: this is my last goodbye, kayoko.
from the satellite
Maeve V.
Grade 7
September 2017
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Xavier H.
Grade 8
Why do I like basketball? I really don’t know why I like it so much to be
honest. It takes my mind off of things, and I’m really good at it. I’m good
at anything if I put my mind to it. I like basketball because it’s fun. I like
the feeling of crossing people, making crazy layups, making 3-pointers, stealing the ball, dribbling the ball, and more. I played basketball
as a kid and my dad taught me all my moves. I also taught myself some
moves that I saw on TV. My favorite player is Kyrie Irving. I like the way
he plays basketball and I get some of my moves from watching him play.
Tiasha T.
Grade 7
One day, I had saved $200 to share with my sisters and we each got $30
apiece. We are planning on going to the mall to buy a few things for ourselves and then giving money to people that don’t have that much money.
If we have some more money, we will give some to the people who need it.

Imaya H.
Grade 7
The book that I am reading is about
a girl named Rachel who steals
$287.22 from her college fund so that
she can get a plane ticket to go visit
her dad. Rachel wants to convince
her dad to come back to England
to live with her and her mom. But,
she now has to figure out a way to
get that money back. So, Rachel
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gives up her Saturdays to help her
mom volunteer to clean houses.
But, little does she know that she
is cleaning the house of her worst
enemy and the house of her worst
enemy’s best friend. So far, I like
the story and I think that Rachel
will be able to convince her dad to
come back and to get the money.
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Shelby S.
Grade 7
I’m amazing at languages
Songs come easy to me
Singing, acting, shooting a bow and arrow,
drawing, rapping
All these things to say I’m good at
But what is undoubtedly my best skill is
Eating and procrastinating
I have taught others how to love themselves
How to be more confident
Even how to face their fears
I’ve been told an array of things
Such as
“You’re so cute!”
“You’re adorable!”
On almost a daily basis
Every compliment
Comes with insults
Being“Your thighs are too big…”
“Jesus, you’re too pretty. Just stop, ew…”
“You are afraid of that many things? You
must be a coward…”
With everything, I know
I am me
And that’s all I’ll ever be
And that’s fantastic
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Jayla V.
Grade 8
I have my own library in my room. The books in my collection are Diary of a Wimpy
Kid, Unbroken, Number the Stars, Walk Two Moons, Percy Jackson, Twilight, Dork
Diaries, Bud Not Buddy, and more. The books that I want to add to my collection
are T. Stylis books. Around every two weeks, I go to the library to get books (I have
a library card). I use the computer at the library to check out books and movies;
the worst experience at the library is when I have to wait to use the computers.

Tanaija H.
Grade 7
When I was at McDonald’s, this man gave another man a dollar. The second man
then gave the dollar to me. He said, “pass it on and good things will come your way.
If you keep it, bad things will come your way.” So, I passed it on and told that person
to pass on the dollar. It kept on going and I think that was good. I think the point
of passing the dollar is to give it to someone that needs it more than other people.

Vanessa J.
Grade 7
During our last day of school, our teachers hosted a students vs.
staff basketball game; it was fun. The school cheerleaders and
step team (dance team) were the halftime performance. They
did this because we were done with our NWEA testing. We now
have to get ready for our Air Test which will be longer and harder. But, our teacher let us watch half of the movie “Animal Farm”
since it’s a good movie (we had to take notes but it’s still okay).
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GRADES 9-12
Kyle S.
Grade 10
“There’s one law everyone follows,”
the old man on the street corner
in front of a Sunoco gas station
announces. He begins to preach the
slang of the lion. An old tongue. He
roars proverbs, screaming as veins
bulge out of his neck, covered by
oak brown skin. His power attracts
residents of the street to approach
him. He howls until authority “Woop! Woop! Woop!” the siren’s
unnecessary call for attention went

unnoticed. The old man’s eyes shift
back and forth between surprised
and interested faces. The old man
roars words unheard of since his
execution of culture before his
great grandmama. He remembers
her as he flows his preaching into
humming. Back and forth he rocks
on the balls of his feet. He sways,
sways, sways until he falls asleep. In
the middle of the crowd now, laying,
singing. The elder lion sleeps.

My service to others can just be as
simple as being polite, like opening
and holding doors for someone behind you. At school, my service to
others is to help them with just having
someone to talk to. Yesterday in my
English class we presented a speech
in front of the whole class. My friend
suffers from anxiety and she began to
cry. My English teacher politely asked
me to go outside and speak with her.
My service to her was just to make her
feel comfortable and feel like we were
just having a normal conversation and
not a presentation. Giving someone

Sharnae H.
Grade 11
the feeling of being strong and not
anxious with fear is the best feeling,
even though it may seem small or not
a big deal. It felt good that I made
a difference for someone. I strongly
believe that’s why I would be so passionate in the medical field. Making
a difference for someone in their life
for the better. Showing leadership
and not following anyone and staying true to who you are, is the best
service to yourself. Finally, it takes
many years for people in their life to
do great service, but when they do,
it’s the best thing in the world to do.

September 2017
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At home, I help my parents by doing
my chores and just being responsible
in general. At school I try to help my
friends and teachers when they ask
me for help. In my neighborhood, I
watch my neighbors houses or pets
or children when they ask me to and if
I’m not too busy. In Cleveland, sometimes I volunteer at events like the Cedar Fairmount fair or at fundraisers. I
volunteer my time to an organization
called Open Doors Academy. We
sometimes help build houses in poor

Khalen F.
Grade 12
cities and countries. We also help
start gardens, mentor and tutor middle school kids, help the food bank,
and do other things like that. I also
volunteer with the Guild Girls at my
church. We donated old clothes to
homeless shelters. We do Saturday
service at nursing homes. We donate
food and toys to children’s hospitals,
and we do a lot of other things too.
I really like doing volunteer
work because it’s an easy way
to give back to my community.

Ashli P.
Grade 11
There are not many leaders in
my community, there are lots of
followers. Going to an all-girls
school, my school tries to teach
us how to be leaders and use our
voices in order to advocate what
we believe in. At home, I learned
that being a leader is so much
better than following behind
someone else and constantly
trying to uphold someone else’s
ideas. I am not one to keep silent,
especially in the face of injustice
and inequality. I consider myself a
leader in my community, both at
home and at school. One of the
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leaders among my friends is a girl
named Sam. She doesn’t allow
for people to be disrespectful in
their opinions without education.
Educating myself is important, not
only in being a leader, but also in
being a citizen. In any community
or nation. She talks to authority
with ease and prose; union shows
a sign of true leadership. One
time others followed me was
when I talked to an authority
figure in my community about
racial issues and everyone
followed, causing the school to
make reform and make changes.

Kyle S.
Grade 10
In my school we have something
called Arts Friday. This “Arts
Friday” is a showing of the majors
and their works. I myself have
never participated but enjoyed
watching the others get on stage
and perform. This year, however,
was different. This year I had to
perform; kind of. See, a friend
of mine told everyone I would,
and he hyped me up too. So
when people came up to me
asking if I could rap with wonder
and excitement in their faces; I
couldn’t say no. So I went with
it. Rehearsals came and rappers
for the cypher were picked. I was
ready but still confused on how I

got here; in this situation, that is.
Finally “Arts Friday” came. Drama
majors did scenes and choir majors
sang, then it was Literary Arts.
Our poets went then the hip hop
artists. My friend that had got me
into this hyped the crowd. He was
good at that. Then he rapped. He
finished his first verse with little to
no mistakes. Then it was my turn.
I froze, just for a moment but felt
like a moment too long. My friend
nodded at me with a contagious
confidence and I began. Every 4
lines I could hear the kids cheer
louder and see them stand. When
it was over all I got since then
was support for my rap career.

Lenel M.
Grade 11
Reading is one of my best subjects. I don’t read the news but I do watch it on
the T.V. I would rather read silently instead of in front of others, because I like
picturing what I read and if I’m reading aloud I can’t. I prefer novels instead
of short stories. I like the storylines in the novels and I can connect it to myself in novels. I like to watch movies and read books. I would read the book
first and picture what the movie would look like. I am reading A Thousand
Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini. So far I can’t get enough of the book.

September 2017
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STUDY HABITS & ADVICE
“When you study, make sure your
mind is clear.” - Tanisha, Grade 8
“I do my homework behind the TV so
I won’t see the TV.” - Tiasha, Grade 7

“I prepare for a test by studying, getting help, asking questions, and researching.” - Heaven, Grade 9

“I start on the hardest work first so
when I get to the easiest, I’ll be like
‘Yes, I’m almost done!’” - Arianna,
Grade 10
“My study habits are to get in a quiet place, listen to music, and have a
snack.” - Xavier, Grade 8
18

“Tutoring helps me get my homework
done.” - Joshua, Grade 3

“I go down to my basement to
do my homework. It’s quiet, cozy,
and there are no distractions down
there.” - Tammy, Grade 12

“When you study hard, take notes, and
pay attention in class, it pays off on the
report card.” - Jayaun, Grade 7

“In American Lit, all you really have
to do is pay attention and read the
books. An easy way to do this is by
using the ‘Round Robin’ method.
Just get a group of two or three others; then take turns reading sentences.” - Car’Rein, Grade 10

September 2017

“I get a lot of sleep before a big test.”
- Ryan, Grade 9
19

ACTIVITY CORNER
CAN YOU FIND
YOUR WAY OUT?
(DIFFICULTY: Easy)

HOROSCOPES
Virgo (Aug 23-Sep 22): Make sure to stay healthy, but don’t lose
sight of what’s important.
Libra (Sep 23-Oct 22): You may have some angry friends this week.
Do not try to annoy them any more. Agree with anything they say,
unless you know it will make them mad.
Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 21): This week you cannot find yourself alone
with someone you do not trust. There is grave danger in your future if
you do. Maybe don’t leave home.
Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21): Don’t try to please everyone this week.
Monday will be hard for you, but Thursday will be better.
Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 19): Even if you are unforgiving, know they
probably deserve forgiveness no matter what.
20

HOROSCOPES
Aquarius (Jan 20-Feb 18): This week there is most likely a lot on your
plate. It’s fine if you find yourself angry with that, but know that it will
be okay.
Pisces (Feb 19-Mar 20): You may find yourself very frustrated this
week. Don’t be bothered by it, in fact, let go of the anger. If Scorpio
or Libra is being unpleasant, inform them immediately.
Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19): Even with challenges, you can mate it. Just
keep active!
Taurus (Apr 20-May 20): Your usual bullheaded nature will get the
best of you if you aren’t careful not to wear synthetic fabrics.
Gemini (May 21-Jun 20): A friend will have a problem that you’ll
need to help with. Look at both sides of the conflict!
Cancer (Jun 21-Jul 22): Don’t be afraid to come out of your shell. You
might make some new friends and you can always move into a bigger
shell.
*Horoscopes courtesy of Shelby S. and Maeve V. from Lake Erie Ink

CAN YOU FIND
YOUR WAY OUT?
(DIFFICULTY: Moderate)

September 2017
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WORD SEARCH
CLASS
COLLEGE
EDUCATION
HOMEWORK
KNOWLEDGE
LEARNING
LECTURE

NOTES
QUIZ
READING
SCHOOL
TEACHER
TEST
WRITING

BONUS: Can you find the word “TUTORING”?
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CAN YOU FIND
YOUR WAY OUT?
(DIFFICULTY: Hard)

EASY

MEDIUM
September 2017

HARD
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With its diverse set of restaurants, numerous higher-education institutions, and
various museums, University Circle in Cleveland is a cultural destination for locals and
tourists. From the Museum of Contemporary Art to the Cleveland Museum of Art, or
the Botanical Gardens to the Western Reserve Historical Society, there are a wealth of
cultural institutions for students and their families to visit. For those students with an
interest in medicine and health care, the Dittrick Museum of Medical History is a local
gem.
The museum’s history dates back to 1898 when the Cleveland Medical Library
Association formed a committee dedicated to collecting and taking care of medical
instruments and artifacts donated by local surgeon Dr. Dudley Peter Allen. In 1920, the
Dittrick Museum moved into its permanent home at the corner of Euclid Avenue and
Adelbert Road and opened its doors a few years later for medical students and doctors. After almost a century, the museum has over a hundred thousand artifacts and is
open to the public.
The exhibits at the Dittrick Museum are endless. As you walk down the hall to
the main gallery, visitors are surrounded by walls of illuminated artifacts and illustrations
depicting medicine’s evolution from the 19th century through the evolution of germ
theory and into modern day health care. See how doctors discovered the real horrors
of mercury and learn about the first use of toilet paper.
Next, visitors can walk into the main gallery and get a sneak peek of the museum’s newest exhibit: “How Medicine Became Modern”. Characterized by larger interactive digital displays, students can interact with the boards to see how medicine has
transitioned over the yerars. Visitors may read and watch the stories behind many of
the artifacts found in the galleries. Keep this a secret between your close friends, however, because the exhibit does not officially open until September! How cool would it
be to be one of the first?
And that’s not all! Students and families can see life-size models of doctor’s offices before the knowledge of germ theory and their evolution since. Students can head
upstairs and play doctor in the diagnostic gallery. Lastly, for older students, the Dittrick
Museum houses the world’s largest historical collection of contraception.
Cleveland is at the epicenter for medical progress by pursuing modern medical
techniques and practices. Along with the strong research and academic institutions
housed in this great city, the Dittrick Museum has a strong standing on the list. Serving
as one of the original anchors for the medical industry in Cleveland, the Dittrick Museum is a gathering place for learning and discovery by all ages. The Dittrick Museum of
Medical History accurately depicts this in its exhibits, showcasing how over the years,
Cleveland philanthropists, teachers, journalists, doctors, and patients have come together to build a rich medical history and culture.
We encourage students to explore the Dittrick Museum. Write about your experiences, ask questions, and share your adventures with your parents, teachers, and
peers. We, here at Young Writers of Cleveland, cannot wait to hear from you and read
about your medical journeys at the museum!
-Young Writers of Cleveland, Staff
September 2017
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Read. Write. Think. Ink.
creative writing programs for 6Ͳ12th graders

Evening Ink: Teen Writers’ Workshop

Wednesdays 7:00 –8:30pm  explore genres, respond to creative prompts, write
collaborative pieces & share with your peers, $5

Teen Book Project

Once a year, Lake Erie Ink gathers a group of teens to plan and publish a book of
local teen writing. Join our editorial board or submit your writing for publication.

Teen Open Mic Nights

FREE monthly events; bring poetry or prose to share or write while you’re with us

College Essay Workshops

Discover your story and face the college essay with guidance from experienced
writers, Tuesdays Sept. 19 or Oct. 3 at Lake Erie Ink, $10

With generous support from the Callahan Foundation 

creative writing programs for all ages

Building New Worlds:
Creating the Perfect Sci-Fi Fantasy Settings

Saturday, Sept. 23 at MOCA Cleveland, featuring author Charlotte Morgan, $5

Eerie Ink: Stories of Suspense

Saturday, Oct. 28 at Shaker Historical Center, featuring suspense novelist D.M. Pulley, $5

Words in the Woods:

Saturday, Nov. 18 at Nature Center at Shaker Lakes, featuring novelist,
playwright and storyteller Gail Nyoka, $5

Craft Your Story: Paper Creations

Saturday, Dec. 16 at Lake Erie Ink, featuring a guest paper artist TBD, $5

Register online at
lakeerieink.org |
Scholarships always
available

September
28432017
Washington Blvd

lakeerieink.org

216-320-4757
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Note from the Director of The Saturday Tutoring Program:
The Saturday Tutoring Program at Church of the Covenant,
directed and staffed by volunteers, is celebrating its 27th
year of providing free tutoring to Greater Cleveland students
in grades K-12. To volunteer or to enroll students, call 216421-0482, ext 281 or email SaturdayTutoring@gmail.com.

Note from Lake Erie Ink:
Lake Erie Ink is a 501(c) nonprofit organization that provides
creative expression opportunities and academic support to
youth in the Greater Cleveland community. To make a donation, please visit lakeerieink.org. To contact or to enroll
students, call 216-320-4757 or email info@lakeerieink.org.

Want to see your writing
or artwork in YWC?

All students K-12 in the Greater Cleveland area
are welcome to submit writing and artwork.
For questions, comments, or to send your submissions and artwork, please email
YWCleveland@gmail.com
Check us out on Facebook! @YoungWritersCLE

The Young Writers of Cleveland was established as an undergraduate student organization under the University Media Board
at Case Western Reserve University on March 31, 2017.

