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Dear Readers,
Welcome to the Young Writers of Cleveland!
The Young Writers of Cleveland is a magazine that is written by students, for students to read. It consists of articles
written by students in the Cleveland area, with grade levels ranging from Kindergarten to High School. The goal
of the publication is to motivate students to read and write, to enhance their learning in and out of school, and to
inspire them to appreciate and value their writing.
Literacy is an important skill to have in today’s society and it is crucial for students to build a practice for writing
at a young age. Organizations such as the Saturday Tutoring Program, Lake Erie Ink writing center, and CWRU’s
club Cleveland Public Schools Connection, help encourage students to learn in and out of the classroom, and are
tutoring students in their class work. The Young Writers of Cleveland is proud to work with local organizations
like these, to further motivate students to read and write outside of the classroom.
The Young Writers of Cleveland inaugural issue includes all types of students, and separates the published works
into sections by grades: 1st-4th grade, 5th-6th grade, 7th-8th grade, and 9th-12th grade. Through including all
grades, we hope students will read their own writing and writing of their peers, but also challenge themselves to
read submissions from students in grades above them, so that they can improve their reading and writing skills to
higher levels.
The Young Writers of Cleveland also receives submissions of all kinds. Students are encouraged to write about
their passions. These passions include anything from sports and hobbies, to subjects they have learned about in
school. Our objective is to get students writing, and if a student prefers to write articles, stories, narratives, comics,
or jokes, then we want to encourage their passions! In addition to written submissions, we publish artwork.
Whether it be drawings, doodles, or pictures students have taken, we want to support their creative aspirations and
congratulate their work.
As a student run organization of Case Western Reserve University (CWRU), I hope the Young Writers of Cleveland
will help bridge the CWRU community with that of the greater Cleveland area, connecting the community as a
whole, and fostering a positive learning environment throughout the city.
I want to acknowledge and thank the CWRU Media Board, and all of the inspirational writing organizations within
Cleveland. A special thanks to all those involved in the Young Writers of Cleveland, including our advisors and
staff members. Without your dedication and efforts, this issue would have never seen publication.
And with that, I invite you to enjoy the 2017 inaugural issue of the Young Writers of
Cleveland!
Sincerely,

Natasha Oldford

Editor-In-Chief, Young Writers of Cleveland
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GRADES 1-4
One day there were two
girls named Anna and
Maya. Anna and Maya
were sisters. And they
were in 3rd grade. One
day they decided to go to
the ice cream shop. They
got vanilla and they ran
into their friend Jack. Jack
got strawberry ice cream,
it was his favorite, so Anna
and Maya and Jack walked
to the park. They played
on the swings and slides
at the park and they had
two minutes before bedtime, so they left and said
goodbye. They said, “See
you tomorrow at school!”
Morgan S.
Grade 3
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Monica G.
Grade 4

What makes me laugh
is when my sister says
silly things. I just act
sillier than my sister and
make other people laugh.
When I am at daycare
my friends say silly, silly, silly, things that I can’t
remember. I was sad because we couldn’t make
it to a party, but I still
smiled. I think laughter is the best medicine
because if you are feeling
sad and if you don’t know
that you are going somewhere really fun, then
you will be happy again.

Mahailevah C.
Grade 2

I trust my sister, my best friend, my parents, and my
teacher. My sister has never told anyone my secrets, because she is my sister and I love her. I also trust my best
friend Zarian because we never tell anyone our secrets. We
have been friends for two years. She trusts me, so I can’t
write about our secrets because she trusts me not to tell.

Anonymous
Grade 2
January 2017

5

Allie H.
Grade 3

There were once two fish named Martin and Manay. They
liked to swim in the ocean. Martin and Manay also liked
to explore the ocean. Manay found some gold when they
were exploring. It was in a treasure chest near a pirate ship
that belonged to Captain Octopus. Captain Octopus was
a good guy, so he let them have it. They were so happy.

Tariah E.
Grade 3

My most memorable experience was when I won the
principal’s award. That is for being good at all times
and for listening all the time when they tell me to.

Winter L.
Grade 2

This summer I went to New York City and learned
how to eat pizza. I saw lots of things I had seen
in Cleveland. On the way, we went to a couple
of gas stations. I went in a dorm and stayed in a
hotel in New Jersey overnight. In the morning I
went to IHOP to eat breakfast. I got a long stick
of beef and it was good. Later on, there were
four people in a small car. It was scary because
it was raining and there was a car upside down.
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Amari H.
Grade 4

One day I went to my swimming lesson and asked my swim
teacher “Can I swim across the whole swimming pool?”
She said “Yes.” So I swam across the whole pool without
stopping. I was so close to stopping, but I didn’t. I kept going.

Anonymous
Kindergarten
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GRADES 5-6
Jada N.
Grade 6

My favorite colors are dark. I like dark colors because they take up more
warmth than light colors. I like to be warm. I get cold everywhere I go, even
when it is hot outside. I have always liked light colors. One time when I was
little, and it was really cold outside, I was wearing light pink and out of the
blue it got really cold. I did not know that dark colors take up more heat
than light colors. So I was cold outside every day waiting for the bus and
the bus took its time. I would be outside for twenty or thirty minutes. One
day when I got to school, my teacher was talking about how dark colors
take up more heat. After that day, I have always wanted to wear dark colors.

Allison B.
Grade 5

My mom, my dad, my brother, my grandma, and my
grandpa trust me, and I trust them. I trust them because they keep my secrets, but also because they
help me. My mom helps me with my homework. They
trust me because I can get what they ask of me done.
When my dad tells me to clean my room, I say “Ok
dad.” My brother tells me to remind him to study for a
test. I write it down on my calendar, and then I tell him
to study 2 days before his test. Trust is so important
because you have to trust they can keep your secret.
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Madison R.
Grade 6

On November 13th, I turned twelve!
Saturday, November 12th was my
little brother’s birthday. That same
day, I had a sleepover. First, we
went shopping. Next, we got our
nails painted and then we ate a lot
of sweets. Then we watched Netflix
and did girly things. Finally, we went
to sleep until the next day. Then
on Sunday we did the same thing,
but we also made cake pops. We
made some for that day and some
for school. I look forward to doing
even better things at the next party!

Shaun M.
Grade 5

Funny jokes and silly things make
me laugh. I tell people jokes, do silly things, give people compliments
and say good things to people. I
think that laughter is the best medicine because someone can be sad
then someone says something funny that can brighten someone’s day.

Lovely B.
Grade 6

I always act silly, and everybody in my class loves me. The things that
makes me laugh are basically everything. Everything is funny to me,
because I always try to be silly and people act silly with me just because it’s just silly. The funniest joke I have ever heard was “Jerry the
cowboy went to the bar on Wednesday and left 3 days later on Friday. What don’t you get? Answer: The horse’s name was Friday!”
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Shaun M.
Grade 5

Funny jokes and silly things make me laugh. I tell people
jokes, do silly things, give people compliments and say
good things to people. I think that laughter is the best
medicine because someone can be sad then someone
says something funny that can brighten someone’s day.

Karlise G.
Grade 6
When I went to the haunted house, I thought I was going to pass
out. I was so proud of myself because I didn’t cry, and I didn’t leave.
I was with friends, so we were scared together. That’s what makes
it fun. When we noticed that it wasn’t scary, we started laughing.

Alexandria G.
Grade 6

One day I was playing a game of ultimate frisbee against a really good team. I was in for 15 minutes. I was waiting for
a teammate to throw the frisbee to me and when he did,
I sprinted really fast. I caught the frisbee and that was my
first goal! Everyone cheered me on and I was really happy.
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GRADES 7-8
There are lots of people who
I trust, but here are five people who trust me. The first
person I’ve picked is my
best friend. Her name is Kayla. We’ve been best friends
since daycare. She trusts me
with secrets and with my help
when she comes to me, because she knows that she can
trust me. The reason I trust
her is that I can tell her anything and she understands.
We can talk to each other
about anything. The second
person who can trust me is
my mom. She can come to
me and tell me what’s wrong,
like if she had a bad day at
work. I can trust her to always love, care, and treat

me fairly. The third person
who can trust me is my Dad.
If he’s not feeling well he can
always ask me to help out if he
needs it. I can trust him by always being there for me, to always keep me safe. The fourth
persons who can trust me are
my older brothers. They can
talk to me as a mature person and not like a child. I can
trust them by also protecting
me, or if I’m having trouble in
school they can also get me
back on track. The fifth person I can trust is my grandpa.
If I’m having trouble getting
along with my parents, I can
also talk to him. He can trust
me by loving everyone and
getting along with everyone.

Antania W.
Grade 7
Something that gives me happiness is cheerleading. I cheer for my
school and it’s something that I really enjoy. Although it can be difficult at times, it is still always enjoyable to me. I hope to continue cheerleading in high school so I can get better at it. The things I like the
most about cheerleading are high jumps and learning the cheers.
Imari W.
Grade 8
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D’Jari B.
Grade 8

I love to play basketball. I am really good at it. I play two positions, point guard
and shooting guard. I play for my school. My team wasn’t very successful last
season. We won 2 games, and we lost 7 games. However, we did win 1 tournament and did well in other tournaments too. I play as number 12. Mostly everyone in my family was that number. That’s also usually how many points I score in
1 game. I’ve played AAU for a team named the Warriors. I played as number 24.
In my defense it was the only number they had left. I was also new to the team.

Jayla V.
Grade 8

Six people whom I can trust
the most are my parents, my
siblings, my god sister, my
principal, my tutor, and my ELA
teacher. I trust those six people
the most because I know they
want the best for me. We have
a tight connection because
those six people push me hard
every day, because what I do
now and strive for now has
the impact on whom I become
in the future. Six people that
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trust me are my parents, my
siblings, my principal, my family
members, and my teachers. I
know they trust me because
they give me big responsibilities
every day, and tell me “I see
potential in you.” I believe you
can do anything you want to
as long as you keep a strong
positive mentality and take the
good with the bad and do not
let the darkness overpower
the light that you have.

Vondel C.
Grade 7

To tell the truth, there are many people to be trusted, but there are also
those who can’t be trusted. I know
there is a right and wrong, and I know
that there are people out there and I
have to be careful. If there are people I can trust I would say my family, my aunt, and a few others. I would
say I trust them because 99.9% of
the time they don’t steer me wrong
and they help. So far in my life, there
hasn’t been anything major but I
know my time will come to be trusted.

Lyashia J.
Grade 7

My favorite color is red, because everything in my room is red except for
my TV, floor, door, and bed frame. For Halloween, I’m going to be Little Red Riding Hood. Red makes me feel warm, comfortable, and safe.
When I was a baby, I would smile if I saw the color red. My Little Red
Riding Hood doll was everything to me, when I was a toddler. At first I
lost her, then I found her lying on my bed when I came back home. My
favorite color is red because I have a lot of memories just from a color.

January 2017

13

GRADES 9-12
Ehelena G.
Grade 12

Well, there are very few people
that I trust. Trust is very hard
to come by, some people have
a hard time trusting or being
trusted. God has to be the person
I trust the most. He doesn’t let
me down, and he keeps me
going. My birthgiver (mom) is my
world. She has never lied to me,
and always kept it real even when
she knew it would hurt me. My
siblings, mainly my big sister and
my little sister, are so trustworthy.
They have never lied to me, I

know they’ll never steal from me.
I left 250 dollars around my big
sister and came back with 300
dollars. My baby sister is my best
friend, we don’t hide anything
from each other. She comes to
me for everything. Last is my
dad. I love and trust my dad, he’s
amazing. He has never told me
anything wrong, he keeps his
word and I know he loves me. I
know they all trust me, because
they have never betrayed me.
They are still around me every day.

Red just happens to be my favorite color. The things that are red that I really
notice are shoes, clothes, blood, fire trucks, and many more things. My favorite thing that’s red is my stuffed dog. I’ve had it since I was about 3 and I
have never given it up. My red stuffed dog and I…well I don’t really remember how I first got my red stuffed dog, but I do remember being 3 years old
at the time. I might’ve won it out of a teddy bear claw machine or maybe
my parents gave it to me. But the reason it’s my favorite thing is because
it helped me calm down and has always been there for me (even if it’s not
alive). It’s what I tell all my biggest fears to and I think I even cried to my red
stuffed dog a few times. Well this is my story about me and my red dog.
Jennae T.
Grade 9
14

Shi’Maree G.
Grade 9

I don’t know people that
trust me, because how do
you know someone actually
trusts you? Or how do you
know you trust someone
as much as you say you
do? I think you can’t even
trust
yourself
because
we’re human and do things
to gain trust, and lose it
in everything we do. For
instance, you might have
baked a cake for someone
and you are going to carry
it to the table. You end up
dropping it. You thought
you could trust yourself not
to drop it, but you did. Now
if there is a scenario where
you have to carry something
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so delicate, you or no one
else will “trust” you to
carry it. So I don’t think
trust is a feeling towards
or for a certain person. I
truly believe it’s a changing
attitude.
If
you
walk
across a bridge and it falls
afterwards, you will never
trust it again. You trusted it
before, because you walked
on it, but it changes towards
everything. The person I
trust the most is no one.
No matter how much you
want to, it doesn’t mean
you can. They may not do
something personally to
make you not trust them,
but the colors will show.
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Ashli P.
Grade 11

Laughter is what they call the best medicine. Laughing and
making people laugh is something that I find joy in. Seeing other people smile and embracing what they individually find funny has a beauty within it. You can brighten
someone’s day just by putting a smile on your face, for me
that sparks something within that makes me want to make
everyone around me feel the happiness that I feel. Jokes
don’t make me laugh that often unless they’re corny, but
people laughing/allowing themselves to laugh at their own
mistakes, makes me want to join in. I think that seeing the
“bright side” of everything or making an attempt to, is my
forte. Asking others to do the same of both their own situations and the situations of others shows how much of
a leader you are. My mother always tells me that seeing
the good within others shows the good within yourself.

CarRein S.
Grade 10

Things that make me laugh are my friends and jokes. To make others
smile, I try and talk about things that I know will make them smile or laugh.
I don’t remember the funniest joke I’ve ever heard, but it was probably
something like, “If you have 10 fish and 5 drown, how many do you have
left?” The answer is ten, because fish can’t drown. One time something
bad happened and I saw the bright side was when I was playing basketball. I twisted my ankle. It hurt but I couldn’t stop laughing. I was happy
that someone else got to play though. Laughter is the best medicine because if you’re laughing then you’re happy, and to be happy is priceless.
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Elliot D.
Grade 12

Starting off my sophomore year, I began to look at things differently.
After already spending a year in high school, I’d acclimated pretty
well. I had many more experiences. I began to take high school
and life more seriously. I’ve had to make several sacrifices, such
as not attending certain events, focusing more on school, and
boxing, while also trying to learn new things outside of school.
One of the things I was learning outside of my school was how to
drive, trying to obtain my license. The very first step of learning
how to drive was studying the Ohio BMV driver’s handbook, so I
could take the next step forward getting my temporary license. I
failed two times on the test. The first time I failed, I was a bit
discouraged and even more upset the second time I failed. After
failing my first two attempts, I persevered and later obtained my
temporary license. My mother and I were excited about going on
to my next step in getting my license. After my test, the next step
was to pass driving school. Going into driving school was exciting,
because it was another step closer to obtaining my driver’s license.
Another reason it was exciting was because a majority of my friends
attended driving school alongside me. Driving school was a bit
easier, because I already established a relationship with my driving
instructor before starting. My mother and driving instructor pushed
me to the point where I could not fail my physical and prior driving
exam. I received my driver’s license and made my mother and driving
instructor proud. The thing I like to do now that I have my license,
is to drive to school. Another reason why I enjoy doing it now, is
before I couldn’t just drive whenever I wanted to during the day.

January 2017

17

Acknowledgements
Natasha Oldford, Editor-in-Chief
Jasmin Bhangu, Director of Finance
Anmol Gupta, Director of Affairs
Anusha Sanka, Relations Officer
Emily Kiener, Relations Officer
Sarah Bingle, Public Relations
Sonali Gupta, Director of Layout
Christina Tian, Design Assistant
Austin Stroud, Director of Content
Christine Smothers, Content Assistant
Nicole Baumgartner, Copy Editor
Clarissa Djohari, Copy Editor

Note from the Director of the Saturday Tutoring Program:
The Saturday Tutoring Program at Church of the Covenant, directed and
staffed by volunteers, is celebrating its 27th year of providing free tutoring to Greater Cleveland students in grades K-12. To volunteer or to enroll students, call 216 421-0482, ext 281 or email SaturdayTutoring@gmail.com.
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